i  •        iliyl'.S.  ,\i  I 


IJM.f 


Bi 


x 


t  -•* 


[idshipmen  at  United 
tates  Naval  Academy, 
.nnapolis,  marching 
ram  chapel  after  the 
egular    morning    service 


ALMIGHTY  FATHER,  whose  way 
is  in  the  sea  and  whose  paths 
are  in  the  great  waters,  whose  com- 
mand is  over  all  and  whose  love 
never  faileth,  let  me  be  aware  of 
Thy  Presence  and  obedient  to  Thy 
will.  Keep  me  true  to  my  best  self, 
guarding  me  against  dishonesty  in 
purpose  and  in  deed,  and  helping 
me  so  to  live  that  I  can  stand  un- 
ashamed and  unafraid  before  my 
shipmates,  my  loved  ones,  and 
Thee.  Protect  those  in  whose  love 
I  live.  Give  me  the  will  to  do  the 
work  of  a  man  and  to  accept  my 
share  of  responsibilities  with  a 
strong   heart  and   a   cheerful    mind. 


Make  me  considerate  of  those  in- 
trusted to  my  leadership  and  faith- 
ful to  the  duties  my  country  has 
intrusted  to  me.  Let  my  uniform 
remind  me  daily  of  the  traditions 
of  the  Service  of  which  I  am  a 
part. 

If  ever  I  am  inclined  to  doubt, 
steady  my  faith;  if  I  am  tempted, 
make  me  strong  to  resist;  if  I 
should  miss  the  mark,  give  me  cour- 
age to  try  again.  Guide  me  with 
the  light  of  truth,  and  keep  before 
me  the  life  of  Him  by  whose  exam- 
ple and  help  I  trust  to  obtain  the 
answer  to  my  prayer,  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.    Amen. 


-WILLIAM    N.  THOMAS.  I  liaplain. 

United  State*   \aval    icademy*  Annapoli**  Mil. 
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RUSTING  IN  THE  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST  FOR  STRENGTH,— 

1.  I  will  make  prayer  and  Bible  study  a  rule  of  my  life. 

2.  I  will  attend  and  take  part  in  the  meetings  and  other  activities  of 
the  League  as  I  can  without  neglecting  my  service  duties. 

3.  I  will  endeavor  to  maintain  my  interest  in  the  work  of  my  church 
while  absent  in  my  country's  service. 

4.  I  will  make  cheerfulness  and  clean  speech  the  habit  of  my  fife,  and 
I  will  strive  to  keep  myself  physically  fit  and  morally  upright. 

5.  I  will  do  all  within  my  power  to  assist  in  the  religious  and  moral 
work  of  the  League  and  of  the  military  organization  to  which  I  belong. 

6.  I  will  strive  to  make  my  life  an  open  witness  of  what  I  profess. 

7.  I  will  strive  to  be  "Christ's  servant"  through  ministering  to  the 
needs  and  defending  the  rights  of  my  fellow  men  everywhere,  regardless 
of  color,  creed  and  class. 

8.  I  will  endeavor  to  bring  others  to  Christ,  and  with  good  judgment 
to  use  all  my  talents  that  the  Kingdom  of  God  shall  be  advanced  through- 
out our  armed  forces  wherever  the  flag  shall  go. 

9.  I  will  strive  to  equip  myself  to  be  a  useful  citizen  and  an  influential 
Christian  on  my  return  to  civil  life. 

GOD  HELPING  ME,  THESE  THINGS  I  WILL  BE  AND  DO. 

The  above  is  the  declaration  which  may  be  signed  by  members  of  the  Service  Men's 
Christian  League.  Any  service  man  may  become  a  member  of  this  interdenomi- 
national fellowship,  whether  a  League  Unit  is  formed  in  his  outfit  or  not.  Covenant 
and  Membership  Cards  are  available  from  Chaplains  or  from  League  headquarters. 


THE  LINK  is  published  monthly  for  chaplains  and  men  of  the  armed  forces  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  by  The  National  Council  of  Service  Men's 
Christian  League.  Editorial  Offices:  1703  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Copyright,    1943,   by   The   National    Council  of    Service    Men's   Christian    League. 

CLARENCE    W.    HALL,    Editor 

Printed  in  U.S.A. 
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YOU  LEFT  BEHIND 


By    MILDRED     G.    NICHOLLS 


Editor's  note:  Vaguely  we  seem  to  recall 
hearing  that  one  of  the  subjects  more  on  than 
off  the  average  service  man's  mind  is — girls. 
So  we  asked  Mildred  Nicholls,  president  of 
the  Christian  Youth  Council  of  North  America, 
to  report  on  the  thoughts  and  doings  of  the 
fair  sex,  deprived  now  of  your  company.  (For 
the     curious,     that's     Mildred     at    the     right.) 


"fFAXI?    Hm-m.    Another  woman 
J.  cab    driver!     Better    be    careful 
what  you  say  about  the  women  folk 
today — they're   into   everything." 

We  hear  a  lot  of  people  talking 
about  us,  the  girls  you've  left  be- 
hind. But  do  you  ever  wonder  just 
what  we  girls  are  doing  and  think- 
ing? (Wonder — and  worry  a  little, 
maybe?)  If  so,  it's  a  fair  exchange, 
because  we  certainly  wonder  about 
you !  You  probably  know  we  don't 
just  "stay  home  and  read  our  maga- 
zines." Nor  are  we  merely  a  gallery 
watching  you  from  afar  or  going 
to  USO  parties  to  help  you  have 
fun  when  you're  located  near  us. 
You  know  we've  taken  over  a  lot  of 
the  jobs  you've  had  to  leave,  and, 
although  you  didn't  mean  to  do  it, 
you've  willed  us  a  number  of  prob- 
lems along  with  the  jobs. 

Did  you  think  you  were  the  only 
ones  with  difficulties  these  days? 
(That   wasn't   a    fair    remark,   was 

2 


it?)  But  frankly,  when  you  went 
away  from  home  we  girls  had  ter- 
rific adjustments  to  make,  getting 
used  to  life  at  home  without  all  of 
you.  And  your  jobs,  which  we've 
inherited,  are  not  very  secure  for 
us.  Most  of  them  will  end  when 
the  war  is  over.  Therefore  many  of 
us  face  a  future  of  probable  unem- 
ployment. Nor  do  these  temporary 
jobs  of  yours  we've  taken  over  pre- 
pare us  so  well  for  the  peacetime 
work  which  we  hope  someday  to  do 
— work  in  the  professions  or  at 
home  building.  So  we're  lonesome, 
we  feel  insecure,  and  we  know  we're 
not  making  very  rapid  headway  to- 
ward the  life  work  of  our  choice. 
But  there's  little  time  to  think 
about  our  personal  problems.  We're 
doing  things — not  just  things  to 
take  your  place,  because  we  well 
know  we  can't  ever  do  that.  There's 
a  special  job  for  girls  to  do,  a  job 
you   can't   do   because   all   of   your 
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twenty-four  hours  a  day  are  spent 
working  to  win  a  war.  But,  you 
know,  even  if  you  win  a  military 
victory,  we  can  lose  the  peace.  Peace 
doesn't  just  happen.  It  must  be 
planned  for.  And  we  must  prepare 
for  "a  people's  peace"  now.  And 
since  you're  not  around  to  work  for 
it,  we  girls  must  take  on  the  job. 

Many  things  have  changed  to 
make  a  just  peace — a  people's  peace 
— seem  less  likely.  For  example, 
"ye  olde  home  town"  is  now  a 
booming  defense  community  with 
families  crowded  together  and  liv- 
ing in  the  most  inadequate  condi- 
tions. The  children  are  running 
wild  because  there's  nothing  else 
for  them  to  do  with  Ma  and  Pa 
working,  and  there's  no  place  to 
play.  Yet  these  children  are  the 
future  citizens  who  will  have  to 
keep  the  peace  which  you  would 
make  possible. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Church, 
girls  by  the  hundreds  are  volunteer- 
ing to  go  to  these  crowded  areas  to 
work.  There  are  no  big  wages  in 
it  for  them.  They  usually  receive 
just  their  room  and 
board.  They  set  up 
recreation  centers 
for  parents  and  chil- 
dren, and  aid  the 
community  in  what- 
ever ways  they  see 
to  try  to  uphold  the 
moral  standards  de- 
spite the  crowded 
conditions.  If  they 
can  succeed,  these 
harassed,  needy 
families  will  have  a 
better  chance  to  de- 
velop   the    kinds    of 


From  North  Africa,  Pri- 
vate John  Ganz  wrote  to 
his  19-year-old  wife  Gloria: 
"Oh,  boy,  how  I  miss  you. 
I  can  hardly  wait  till  I  get 
home.  (I  hope  the  censor 
doesn't  mind  me  writing 
this.)"  By  +he  time  Gloria 
Ganz  got  the  letter  a  blue- 
penciled  footnote  had 
been  added:  "The  censor 
wishes  he  was  home  too." 

-—Time 


ideas  and  attitudes   so  necessary  to 
maintain   the   peace. 

Of  course,  there  are  a  lot  of  us 
who  can't  leave  our  jobs  to  do  such 
work,  but  when  we're  lucky  enough 
to  have  vacations,  we're  using  that 
time  to  lead  groups  in  recreation,  to 
conduct  summer  Bible  schools  for 
children,  and  to  help  in  any  other 
worth-while  endeavor  in  the  crowded 
communities. 

Obviously  we  are  concerned  about 
the  neighbor's  children.  But,  frankly, 
we  don't  think  about  them  only 
when  we  plan  for  the  peace.  We 
think  of  the  homes  we  hope  to  make 
for  you,  the  children  we  hope  to 
give  you.  We  believe  the  Christian 
home  is  the  basis  of  democracy.  It 
can  and  must  preserve  and  promote 
the  ideals  of  democracy  into  the  na- 
tion and  the  world. 

To  establish  such  homes  we  girls 
must  rid  ourselves  of  national  and 
race  prejudice.  This  means  we  must 
work  for  brotherhood  right  here  and 
now  in  our  own  communities,  and 
we  are  doing  it.  You  see,  we  are 
concerned  that  your  children  will 
have  a  chance  to  be- 
come worthy  citizens 
of  a  peaceful  world. 
And  here's  an- 
other thing.  Per- 
haps it  may  seem 
queer  to  some  of 
you,  but  we  girls 
even  believe  we 
must  change  the 
Christian  Church  if 
we  are  to  help  win 
a  lasting  peace.  In 
a  peaceful  world 
people  must  co-oper- 
ate,   and    you    well 
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know  our  many  Protestant  churches 
have  not  learned  too  well  how  to  do 
that.  Since  you've  been  away,  you've 
made  good  friends  and  worshiped 
together  with  men  of  many  denomi- 
nations. You  probably  know,  even 
better  than  we  at  home  know,  that 
the  ideals  and  goals  of  our  various 
churches  are  very  much  the  same, 
and  that  if  our  several  denomina- 
tions will  but  unite  their  efforts 
they  can  be  a  magnificent  liorce  for 
good  in  our  communities  and  in  the 
world.  We  girls,  now  that  you  are 
gone,  are  working  to  promote  a  vital 
program  of  community  co-operation 
among  all  the  Protestant  churches 
we  can  reach. 

But  probably  the  biggest  job  we 
have  to  tackle  here  at  home  is  to 
help  our  Christian  Church  to  prac- 
tice what  it  preaches.  This  isn't  a 
"we"  and  "the  church"  job,  because 
we  girls  are  a  part  of  the  Church, 
just  as  you  are.  As  a  part  of  the 
Church,  we  all  must  work  tirelessly 
to  revitalize  its  program,  enlarge  its 
vision.  For  example,  you've  heard 
the  Church  preach  that  teaching  of 
Jesus  concerning  "loving  our 
enemies."  We  know  that,  in  a  peo- 
ple's peace,  hate  and  revenge  can 
have  no  part.  They  merely  precipi- 
tate future  wars.  Therefore  we 
girls,  to  practice  what  we  preach, 
must  counteract  the  hate  propaganda 


and  prove  that  we  can  love  our 
enemies.  If  we  fail,  the  peace  will 
be  lost  and  your  efforts  will  be 
wasted. 

No,  our  life  isn't  just  a  bed  of 
roses,  a  stack  of  magazines  and  a 
round  of  USO  parties.  Neither  is 
it  just  an  overall  job  in  factories 
and  defense  plants.  Our  big  job  is 
to  train  the  citizens  of  today  and 
tomorrow  to  take  constructive  places 
in  our  democracy.  It's  a  job  of 
striving,  at  a  time  when  juvenile  de- 
linquency is  alarmingly  on  the  in- 
crease, to  maintain  high  moral 
standards  for  the  Christian  homes 
you  will  make.  It's  a  job  of  revital- 
izing the  program  of  the  Church, 
combating  subversive  immoral  influ- 
ences at  work  in  the  world,  keeping 
your  world  and  ours  wholesome  and 
clean  against  the  glad  day  of  your 
return. 

Our  job  at  home  is  different  from 
yours  in  the  service,  but  we're  all 
striving  for  the  same  end — a  peace- 
ful world. 

Yes,  we  do  wonder  a  lot  about 
you,  and  we  hope  your  time  away 
will  not  be  long,  and  that  soon  our 
status  of  "girls  you've  left  behind" 
will  be  ended. 

Meanwhile,  we're  with  you — in 
prayers,  in  hope,  in  dreams,  in  faith 
— and  in  the  unbreakable  bonds  of 
Christian  fellowship. 


R. 

S.V.P.— 
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Dear  Sir: 

I'm  a  sailor  in  the  Merchant  Marine  and  Ifll  be  pulling 
out  in  a  few  hours,  but  first  I've  got  something  I  want  to 
say.   I  came  in  here  this  morning  lonely  as  could  be,  and 
scared  to  death  about  sailing  again.  I  wanted  to  talk  to 
somebody  pretty  bad,  so  when  the  girl  at  the  employment  desk 
near  the  door  said,  "Hello,"  I  went  in  and  asked  her  if  she 
had  a  job  for  me. 

She  asked  me  to  sit  down  for  a  few  minutes,  so  I  did, 
and  she  said  she  would  try  to  get  me  one  when  I  got  through 
with  the  one  I  have  now.   I  told  her  maybe  there  wouldn't  be 
jobs  or  anything  afterward,  that  if  a  fellow  could  only  be 
sure  something  would  come  through  worth  dying  for,  it  wouldn't 
be  so  bad. 

She  smiled  (she's  got  a  friendly  kind  of  smile)  and  said, 
"That's  easy.   Christ  is  'coming  through,'  and  He's  worth 
dying  for." 

I  was  so  surprised  that  I  just  sat  and  looked  at  her. 
She  talked  like  He  was  alive  and  a  good  pal  of  hers.   I  sort 
of  expected  to  see  Him  walk  in  the  door,  it  was  so  real. 
I  was  only  there  about  ten  minutes,  and  I  don't  know  why,  but 
her  talking  like  that  did  something  to  me.   I'm  not  lonely 
any  more  and  I'm  not  afraid.   It  was  like  she  had  said,  "I  want 
to  make  you  acquainted  with  my  friend  Jesus.  You  ought  to 
get  to  know  each  other,  since  He'll  be  going  your  way." 

I'm  nineteen  and  I  never  knew  before  now  that  there  was 
a  God  like  that  who  would  go  along  with  a  fellow.   It  doesn't 
matter  so  much  now  if  my  ship  goes  down,  and  I  go  down,  as 
long  as  there's  a  God  that  no  "sub"  can  sink- -one  that  won't 
ever  change  from  what's  right,  even  if  the  war  goes  on  forever! 

I  wanted  to  tell  that  girl  in  the  employment  room, 
"Thank  you,"  but  I  didn't  want  her  to  think  of  me  as  being 
"fresh."  Maybe  you  could  tell  her  for  me--and  thank  you 
and  the  "Y." 

Respectfully  and  gratefully  yours, 

(Signed)  JOE 

The   above    is   a   copy    of   an   actual   letter   written    by   a   young  sailor    to    the   execu- 
tive director  of  William  Sloane  House,  operated  in  New  York  City  by  the   Y.M.C.A. 


The  confessions    of   a   soldier   who   accidentally   tuned   in    on   a   great    idea 


DEAR  MARGE : 

As  you  were !  Sorry  for  the  nuis- 
ance I  made  of  myself  over  at  your 
place  Sunday  afternoon,  arguing 
with  your  dad.  It  was  part  orneri- 
ness  (you  know  what  a  sucker  I  am 
for  an  argument ! )  and  part,  of 
course,  due  to  my  leaving  next  day 
to  join  up. 

I  did  think  the  old  boy  was  a  little 
off  base,  with  his  ideas  about  wish- 
ing he  was  19  again  and  all  that. 
And  I  meant  most  of  what  I  said 
about  life  ending  at  18  for  my  gen- 
eration, and  about  the  "duration"  be- 
ing forever.  You've  just  got  to  re- 
member that  I'm  a  peaceful  guy  at 
heart,  with  plans  for  the  future  (or 
had  you  heard?),  and  a  vivid  mem- 
ory of  all  the  antiwar  teaching 
they've  been  handing  us  as  far  back 
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as  I  can  remember.  I  can't  just 
check  my  brains  (if  any!)  for  the 
duration.  There's  a  lot  that  just 
doesn't  make  sense  to  me. 

Well,  anyway,  I'm  in.  I  would 
have  written  to  you  right  away,  any- 
how. But  I'm  writing  this  particu- 
lar letter  because  things  look  a  little 
different  from  last  Sunday  after- 
noon, and  I  know  you'd  be  interested. 
You  see,  I  got  all  tangled  up  with 
an  idea.  (Yeah,  me\)  No  fault  of 
mine — I  just  left  the  radio  on  Sun- 
day night  while  I  was  getting  all  my 
stuff  together,  and  some  speaker  got 
going  great  guns  and  I  was  too  in- 
terested to  turn  him  off. 

You  may  remember  I  had  a  lot  to 
say  about  what  a  fellow  leaves  be- 
hind when  he  changes  over  from 
mufti  to  G.I.  ?  Job,  home,  friends, 
plans  for  the  future,  and  so  on? 
Well,  I  seem  to  recall  I  included 
"church"  as  one  of  the  things.  I've 
been  pretty  active  there,  as  you  well 
know,  and  I  hope  the  gang  at  the 
church  will  miss  me  as  much  as  I'm 
going  to  miss  them. 

To  get  back  to  the  radio — I  missed 
the  first  part  of  the  speech,  or  ser- 
mon or  whatever  it  was,  and  I  wasn't 
paying  much  attention  anyway  until 
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I  heard  this  speaker  boom  out,  "The 
one  thing  you  don't  leave  behind  is 
the  Church !"  That  stopped  me 
right  in  my  tracks,  and  for  all  of 
fifteen  minutes  I  just  stood  there, 
believe  it  or  not,  until  he  finished. 
It  was  some  speech.  He  must  have 
been  talking  to  service  men  some- 
where, but  he  might  just  as  well 
have  been  aiming  his  cracks  right 
at  me. 

I  can't  remember  all  that  he  said, 
but  I  remember  plenty.  Right  after 
I  started  listening  he  said  there 
were  three  things  wrong  with  most 
American  church  members.  First, 
they  think  that  "church"  means  a 
building  where  people  go  on  Sun- 
days to  listen  to  the  music  and  hear 
a  sermon;  second,  they  think  that  if 
there  are  Christians  in  other  coun- 
tries, like  China,  India,  and  Africa, 
they  are  a  pretty  primitive  lot,  away 
below  us  in  culture  and  intelligence ; 
and,  third,  they  think  their  Chris- 
tian duty  begins  and  ends  with  at- 
tending church  services  and  putting 
a  quarter  in  the  collection. 

Then  he  went  on  to  explain  what 
he  meant.  He  said  the  Church  is 
not  a  building  or  anything  that  goes 
on  in  a  building.  The  Church,  ac- 
cording to  him,  is  a  fellowship,  a 
kind  of  superfamily  of  all  the 
Christians,  old  and  young,  that  make 
up  its  membership.  If  the  members 
don't  think  of  each  other  as  brothers 
and  sisters  in  one  big  family  with 
Christ  at  the  head  of  it,  he  said, 
they've  got  a  wrong  idea  of  what 
the  Church  is  supposed  to  be.   Actu- 


To  S.  Franklin  Mack,  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  the  U.S.A.,  we  are  in- 
debted for  sending  us  this  letter,  with  the 
author's     permission     to     publish     it     herein. 


ally,  according  to  him,  when  you 
join  the  Church  you  become  part  of 
a  world-family  with  practically  every 
race  and  nation  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  represented  in  it. 

He  had  quite  a  bit  to  say,  too, 
about  Christians  and  churches  in 
Germany  and  even  in  Japan  stick- 
ing to  their  world-fellowship  idea 
right  while  the  war  is  going  on.  I 
forget  the  figures  he  quoted,  but  I 
do  remember  his  saying  that  in  1941 
there  were  over  eleven  million  copies 
of  the  Bible  sold  in  Germany,  which 
was  more  than  in  previous  years  and 
a  lot  more  than  the  number  of  copies 
of  Mein  Kampf  sold. 

It  was  on  the  second  point  that  he 
really  went  to  town.  I  certainly 
didn't  know  the  Christian. churches 
were  as  strong  as  he  said  they  are 
in  some  of  the  other  countries- — con- 
gregations of  two  and  three  thou- 
sand in  Africa;  twelve  thousand 
new  converts  a  month  in  India; 
China  sending  a  delegation  of  fifty 
to  a  world  church  conference  in 
India  and  stealing  the  spotlight  from 
the  American  delegation,  and  so  on. 

He  said  that  before  the  war  one 
of  the  strongest  of  these  churches 
in  other  countries  was  in  the  Nether- 
lands East  Indies,  and  that  there 
were  over  a  million  Christians  there. 
It  seems  that  a  year  and  a  half  ago 
the  Christians  in  Samoa  got  worked 
up  over  the  bombing  of  London  and 
actually  took  up  a  collection  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  the  relief  of 
the  churches  in  Britain !  According 
to  him,  the  men  and  women  who  are 
leaders  in  the  churches  of  most  of 
the  countries  in  Asia,  Africa  and 
Latin  America  rate  right  up  there 
with  the  best  we  have  in  this  coun- 
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try;  and  there's  a  world  council  of 
churches  now  being  formed  to  get 
the  best  brains  teamed  up  on  world- 
planning. 

I  wrote  down  some  of  this  right 
afterward  so  I  wouldn't  forget  it, 
but  I  wish  I  could  give  it  to  you  the 
way  he  handed  it  out.  The  idea  I 
spoke  about  came  from  what  he  had 
to  say  about  American  church  mem- 
bers thinking  they  do  their  duty  by 
the  Church  when  they  attend  on 
Sunday  morning  and  drop  something 
in  the  offering  plate. 

A  lot  of  people  in  this  country,  he 
said,  seem  to  think  the  ministers  and 
the  Sunday  school  teachers  should 
do  all  the  Christian  work  that's 
necessary  while  they  sit  in  the 
bleachers  and  cheer  them  on — 
which  is  wrong,  because  there  are 
no  bleachers  in  the  Christian  church. 
Everybody's  on  the  team. 

Here  was  where  the  idea  began  to 
percolate.  "For  a  long  time,"  he 
said,  "when  young  people  asked  me 
what  they  had  to  do  if  they  joined 
the  church,  I  used  to  say,  like  every- 
body else,  'Be  a  good  Christian.'  I 
don't  say  that  any  more.  I  say,  'If 
you're  planning  to  be  a  doctor  be  a 
Christian  doctor ;  or  be  a  Christian 
teacher,  a  Christian  engineer,  me- 
chanic, or  truck  driver.  Be  a  differ- 
ent variety  of  whatever  it  is  you 
plan  to  become — the  Christian  va- 
riety." 

I  confess  that  hit  me  with  quite 
a  wallop.  Here  I  was,  about  to  quit 
being  a  civilian  for  a  while  and 
feeling  sorry  for  myself  on  account 
of  everything  that  had  to  be  left  be- 
hind. And  right  out  of  the  blue,  so 
to  speak,  I  get  told  to  take  a  good 
look  at  what's  out  ahead — a  Church 


that's  everywhere  I  go  before  I  get 
there,  and  a  chance,  maybe,  to  meet 
up  with  some  of  the  Christian  lead- 
ers in  other  countries  who  are  work- 
ing on  plans  for  a  better  world. 

And  then,  to  top  it  off,  I  get  told 
that  being  a  Christian  is  not  any 
of  the  things  I've  been  doing  in  the 
Church — it's  tackling  whatever  job 
you  have  to  do  from  the  Christian 
angle. 

I  haven't  thought  it  clear  through 
yet,  how  I'm  going  to  do*  it,  but  I 
know  this  much :  I'm  enlisting  as 
a  Christian  in  the  service,  and 
wherever  I  go  I'm  going  to  look  for 
other  members  of  the  world-family, 
beginning  with  my  own  outfit  and 
right  on  out  as  far  as  they  send  me. 

This  radio  speaker  wound  up  with 
a  story  about  sailors  in  the  fleet  hav- 
ing Bible-study  groups  at  night  on 
shipboard,  even  on  destroyers  bounc- 
ing around  all  over  the  place.  He 
said  these  groups  were  usually 
started  by  one  or  two  men,  and 
that  the  number  is  growing  all  the 
time.  I  could  do'  with  a  little  of 
that,  all  right.  But  what  struck  me 
was  his  saying  that  the  churches 
never  dreamed  of  sending  out  as 
many  Christian  missionaries  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth  as  would  be  there 
right  now  if  every  Christian  in  the 
service  would  be  just  that:  a  Chris- 
tian  in  the  service.  Not  necessarily 
a  Christian  missionary,  but  a  mis- 
sionary Christian. 

Well,  here's  one  new  recruit  who's 
going  to  take  him  up  on  that.  World- 
family  of  Christians,  here  I  come  ! 

I  just  thought  you'd  like  to  know. 


Yours  as  always, 


BOB 


GOSPEL  a  la 


"The    Traveling   Parson"'    in    action 

TO  the  fighting  men  of  the  United 
States  Fifth  Army  in  North  Africa, 
Chaplain  Lloyd  E.  Langford,  of  Oska- 
loosa,  Iowa,  is  affectionately  known  as 
"The  Traveling  Parson." 

Sunday  mornings  find  Chaplain  Lang- 
ford  loading  his  small  field  organ  and 
his  public  address  system  into  his  jeep, 
heading  for  various  units  where  he  con- 
ducts outdoor  services  for  the  soldiers. 
One  service  ended,  he  heads  for  another 


By  SERGT.   Till  RMA>    B.   ARTZ 
* 

camp  until  he  has  delivered  several  ser- 
mons to  troops. 

Although  he  averages  between  fifty 
to  seventy  miles  on  his  Sunday  rounds, 
he  rarely  has  been  late  for  a  service. 
Chilly  weather  is  no  drawback.  Men 
just  button  up  their  overcoats. 

Chaplain  Langford  has  organized  a 
field  choir  from  men  of  his  organiza- 
tion. 

"It's  comforting  to  see  so  many  of 
the  boys  attending  services,"  says  the 
chaplain,  "for  it  proves  that  the  reli- 
gious interest  of  the  American  soldier 
was  never  higher." 

The  duties  of  an  Army  chaplain  are 
varied  and  don't  end  with  mere  Sun- 
day   meetings.     Chaplain    Langford    is 

Photos  by  U.  S.  Army  Signal  Corps 
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counselor,  administrator  and  friend  to 
all  the  soldiers  of  his  organization.  His 
weekly  schedule  finds  him  filling  the 
needs  of  the  men  of  the  Fifth  Army. 

He  cashes  money  orders,  sorts  mail, 
hunts  down  packages,  listens  to  and 
helps  to  solve  the  men's  problems. 
Langford  has  been  called  upon  by 
wounded  soldiers  in  hospitals  to  read 
and  write  letters  for  them,  and  daily 
performs  the  many  personal  favors  that 
mean  so  much  to  men  stationed  away 
from  home.  Once  he  flew  to  another 
city  to  retrieve  films  left  by  a  soldier 
who  has  moved  on  without  picking 
them  up.  Another  time,  while  making 
his  circuit  of  Sunday  services,  he  re- 
united two  brothers  who  hadn't  seen 
each  other  for  two  years. 

Twice  a  week  Chaplain  Langford 
reads  news  bulletins  to  the  men  over  his 


public  address  system.  He  has  flown 
approximately  10,000  miles  over  a  two- 
month  period  to  arrange  movies,  talent 
shows  and  sporting  programs. 

Langford  landed  under  fire  with  his 
organization  during  the  initial  assault 
on  North  Africa.  Transportation  was 
scarce.  He  had  no  way  of  visiting 
troops,  but  he  spotted  an  antiquated 
French  motorcycle  and  immediately 
started  using  it.  He  had  never  before 
ridden  a  motorcycle  and,  to  add  to  his 
troubles,  he  couldn't  understand  the 
mechanism.  After  several  manipula- 
tions, however,  he  started  the  vehicle 
and  drove  it  off.  Later  he  was  given  a 
jeep,  which  he  now  uses. 

Langford  volunteered  for  foreign 
service  because  he  "thoroughly  enjoys" 
the  multifarious  duties  that  made  him  a 
popular  "padre"  of  the  Fifth  Army. 


PRAYER  FOR  MOTHERS 


"    P 
^-/-IKE  as  a  father  pitieth   his  children,  so  the   Lord   pitieth  them  that  fear 

Him."    To  Thy  father  heart,  full  of  understanding  and  sympathy,  we  appeal  in 

behalf  of  all  the  mothers  of  service  men.    Thou  knowest  their  loneliness,  their 

gnawing   anxiety,   their  forebodings  and   their  fears  and   the  great  love  that 

dominates  their  lives.    Hear  Thou,  O  Eternal  Father,  the  prayers,  spoken  and 

unexpressed,   of  all   mother  hearts.    Save  their  sons  from   moral  and   physical 

disaster.    If  any  die,  may  it  be  in  the  faith  of  Thy  Son,  who  gave  up  His  life 

on  a  cross  for  a  Cause  dear  to  Thy  heart.   Give  smiling  courage  and  undaunted 

patience  to  these   mothers  who  await  Thy  will  and   hope  in  Thy  mercy.    May 

all  their  messages  to  their  sons  be  such  as  will  sustain  their  hearts.    Let  this 

experience  of  common  sacrifice  refine  and  purify  and  ennoble  all  lives;  and 

make  closer  the   ties   that   bind   earth's    motherhood   to   heaven's   fatherhood. 

Amen. 

— William  T.  Ellis,  in  Presbyterian  of  the  South 


IS  MORAL  POISON! 


"117  E  Shall  Hate,  or  We  Shall 
ff  Fail."  That  is  the  title  of  a  re- 
cent article  by  Rex  Stout,  chairman 
of  the  Writers'  War  Board,  in  the 
New  York  Times  magazine.  The  sub- 
title goes  on  to  say,  "If  we  do  not 
hate  the  Germans  now,  we  shall 
fail  in  our  effort  to  establish  a  last- 
ing peace." 

That  is  meant  for  patriotic  fer- 
vor. Actually  it  is  moral  poison. 
If  those  words  were  listened  to, 
they  would  twist  this  war  away 
from  any  hope  of  a  decent  result, 
and  turn  it  into  a  kind  of  frenzied 
dervish  dance,  or  a  voodoo  incanta- 
tion of  the  instincts  of  the  jungle. 

Mr.  Stout's  argument  runs  to  an 
indiscriminate  ferocity.  "I  hate 
Germans  and  am  not  ashamed  of  it," 
he  declares ;  and  he  will  not  be  con- 
tent until  all  the  middle-aged  gentle- 
men in  their  clubs  and  ladies  at 
their  knitting  try  to  see  how  hard 
they  can  hate,  "which  means,  make 


WALTER  RUSSELL  BOWIE,  author  of  this 
striking  article,  is  Professor  of  Practical 
Theology  at  Union  Theological  Seminary. 
Written  as  a  reply  to  a  previous  article  by 
Rex  Stout  appearing  in  the  New  York  Times 
magazine,  this  well-turned  argument  against, 
hate  is  condensed  from  the  same  periodical 
and  used  by  permission  of  Dr.  Bowie  and  the 
Times  editors. 


no  mistake,  hating  those  who  do  or 
tolerate  the  evil." 

To  "hate  injustice,  cruelty  and 
barbarism"  is  not  enough.  Every- 
body who  has  been  connected  with 
these  must  be  hated  too.  To  hate  the 
wrongs  and  "not  hate  our  fellow- 
beings,"  says  Mr.  Stout,  "would  be  a 
remarkable  stunt  and  an  extremely 
convenient  one,  if  there  were  any 
person  alive  capable  of  performing 
it."  But  to  suggest  that  there  is 
any  person  alive  capable  of  doing 
that  would  be  "merely  another  trick 
with  words." 

That  would  be  important,  if  true. 
But  it  is  not  true.  What  it  says 
is  that  there  is  no  possibility  of 
fighting  evil  unless  you  fight  vin- 
dictively. What  it  says  is  that  a 
nation  cannot  espouse  a  great  cause 
and  carry  it  through  victoriously  un- 
less the  toms-toms  of  primitive  pas- 
sion keep  beating  louder  and  louder. 
That  is  as  unsound  in  fact  as  it  is 
atavistic  in  morals. 

What  has  a  man  been  accustomed 
to  who  argues  like  that?  Has  he 
never  happened  to  see  a  policeman — 
the  actual  everyday  policeman  who 
will  pit  his  life  at  a  moment's  notice 
against  crime  and  savagery,  but  who 
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has  never  had  it  enter  his  head  that 
in  order  to  do  that  he  must  first 
work  up  an  indiscriminate  rage 
against  every  human  being  who  has 
been  a  criminal  and  against  all  crim- 
inals' families  besides? 

Has  nobody  every  suggested  that 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  modern 
penology,  and  that  the  reason  why 
its  civilized  process  is  different  from 
the  senseless  rage  of  savages  is  pre- 
cisely that  civilized  persons — judges, 
policemen,  prison  officials — do  every 
day  what  Mr.  Stout  asserts  that  no- 
body is  capable  of  doing?  They 
do  hate  crime  without  losing  the 
controlled  intelligence  which  can 
discriminate  among  those  who  are 
classed   as   criminals. 

Do  men  fight  better  by  getting  all 
frothed  at  the  mouth  with  fury? 

Look  at  England.  Did  the  almost 
incredible  courage  of  the  little  ordi- 
nary people  of  bombed  London  need 
to  be  kept  up  by  harangues  from 
hatemongers  ?  Most  of  them  did 
not  bother  their  heads  about  hating : 
they  have  sense  enough  and  humor 
enough  to  keep  their  wits,  and  coolly 
to  get  on  with  the  job. 

For  the  most  part,  where  is  it 
that  we  hear  so  much  about  hate? 
Do  we  read  of  it  in  letters  from 
the  men  at  the  battlef  ronts  ?  Would 
we  have  it  dinned  into  our  ears  if 
we  were  there?  We  would  not.  The 
real  soldiers  have  an  outlet  for 
their  emotions  in  costly  courage; 
they  have  too  much  respect  for  men 
like  themselves  fighting  on  the  other 
side  to  bother  about  emotional  his- 
trionics. That  can  be  left  to  the 
professional  pamphleteers  who  must 
get  their  emotional  release  in  words. 

Perhaps    the    pamphleteers    were 


shocked  when  General  Montgomery 
took  the  captured  General  von 
Thoma  of  the  Africa  Corps  into  his 
tent  for  breakfast ;  presumably  what 
he  should  have  done  was  to  beat 
out  his  brains  with  a  hatchet.  On 
the  day  when  these  words  are  writ- 
ten there  is  in  the  newspapers  an 
Associated  Press  picture  of  an  Aus- 
tralian soldier  putting  his  canteen 
to  the  lips  of  a  wounded  Japanese; 
presumably  what  he  should  have 
done  was  to  strangle  him.  For  to 
win  the  war,  we  must  hate,  hate  all 
the  time,  hate  everybody,  hate  as 
much  as  we  can,  and  then  learn  to 
hate  some  more. 

"We  shall  hate,  or  we  shall  fail." 
Tommyrot!  The  truth  is  that  wars 
are  not  won  by  dosing  people  up 
with  a  lot  of  synthetic  hatred.  They 
can  be  effectively  lost  that  way,  as 
Hitler  will  find  out.  This  nation 
had  better  take  its  chance  of  win- 
ning, not  by  glandular  virus,  but  by 
clear  thinking,  positive  purpose  and 
intelligently   disciplined   will. 

And  suppose  we  did  persuade 
everybody,  the  men  at  the  front  and 
the  people  at  home,  to  do  more  hat- 
ing? What  would  happen  after  the 
war?  Is  nobody  to  consider  that? 
Hatred  is  not  something  that  dis- 
charges itself  upon  one  object  and 
then  conveniently  disappears.  It  is 
a  poison  in  the  blood,  an  emotional 
debauch,  which  is  not  quick  to  dis- 
appear. People  who  get  the  habit 
of  hating  all  German  Nazis,  man, 
woman  and  child,  would  get  so 
that  they  would  just  have  to  hate 
somebody.  Like  the  drunkard,  if 
they  lose  one  bottle  they  will  look 
for  another;  and  if  they  can't  have 
whisky,  even  wood  alcohol  will  do. 
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There  may  be 
plenty  of  dema- 
gogues in  America 
after  this  war  who 
would  feed  peo- 
ple who  had  got 
the  taste  for  hating 
with  new  brands 
of  hate;  race  ha- 
treds, class  hatreds, 
religious  hatreds. 

After  the  war, 
then  what  ?  Will 
the  overthrow  of 
Hitler  and  the  Jap- 
anese warlords 
amount  to  any- 
thing? Will  the  accomplishment  of 
that,  and  only  that,  be  worth  this 
war's  horrible  cost?  Of  course  not. 
Their  overthrow  would  at  best  do  no 
more  than  clear  the  ground  upon 
which  slowly  we  may  begin  to  shape 
the  fabric  of  a  world  order  con- 
ceived and  built  according  to  those 
principles  of  justice  and  human  con- 
sideration which  alone  could  make 
it  fit  to  last. 

That  kind  of  world  cannot  be 
created  by  men  still  stupid  and  truc- 
ulent with  the  hangovers  of  delib- 
erate hating.  It  will  require  men 
whose  souls  have  been  big  enough 
to  keep  sober  in  a  maddened  time. 

Sometimes  we  can  see  the  truth 
when  we  get  it  in  perspective — see 
the  truth  which  we  might  not  see 
at  all  when  it  is  blurred  by  our  own 
near  passions.  The  real  dignities  of 
the  mind  and  heart  emerge,  and 
other  things  which  might  have 
seemed  desirable  are  revealed  as 
near  indecency.  In  our  Civil  War 
here  in  America  there  were  plenty 
of   people   who   preached  hatred   as 


•  A  Red  Cross  official,  return- 
ing from  China,  tells  of  a  visit 
to  Generalissimo  Chiang  Kai- 
shek,  China's  top  military  man. 
During  simple  devotions  after 
dinner,  Madame  Chiang  offered 
prayer;  then  the  guest  prayed; 
then  the  Generalissimo.  He 
prayed  for  the  American  peo- 
ple, then  for  his  own  people, 
finally  for  the  Japanese  people, 
whose  sky  raiders  had  that  day 
attempted  seven  times  to  take 

his  life.  ^—Sunshine   Magazine 


though  men's  souls 
depended  on  it. 
Thaddeus  Stevens, 
haranguing  the 
Congress  at  Wash- 
ington, shouted  that 
it  "must  treat  those 
States  now  outside 
the  Union  as  con- 
quered provinces, 
and  settle  them 
with  new  men,  and 
drive  the  rebels  as 
exiles  from  this 
country." 
1  In    so    far    as 

Thaddeus  Stevens 
had  his  way,  the  Civil  War  was 
carried  on  into  a  long  aftermath  of 
bitterness  and  sadistic  vengeance. 
Against  such  men  as  Stevens — and 
sneeringly  opposed  and  repudiated 
by  him — stood  the  spirit  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  who  said  in  his  second  in- 
augural : 

"With  malice  toward  none;  with 
charity  for  all;  with  firmness  in  the 
right,  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the 
right,  let  us  strive  on  to  finish  the 
work  we  are  in;  to  bind  up  the 
nation's  wounds;  .  .  .  to  do  all 
which  may  achieve  and  cherish  a 
just  and  lasting  peace  among  our- 
selves, and  with  all  nations." 

Looking  back  upon  these  two 
types  of  men,  can  anybody  fail  now 
to  see  which  the  nation  is  proud  of 
and  which  it  would  want  to  forget? 
The  same  truth  invites  us  now. 
We  do  not  need  a  new  crop  of 
Thaddeus  Stevenses.  We  need  men 
"with  malice  toward  none,  with 
charity  for  all"  to  show  us  how  to 
deserve  and  then  to  create  a  just  and 
lasting     peace     among    all     nations. 
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TO   SERVICE  MEN 

_    .      ..j   „„   article  by  <-" 


TO    S»»*-"~       ■  6    Kelland, 

,.wiP  AGO  I  read  an  article  by      ;     ^   aut0. 
LONG  TIME,  AS«  d   me   that ^  ,„  my 

enWled   "Pamc.       >»   »,    ,„  two  ma,or  catastr 
matically  served  me  ^^  by 

°«n  Me'    l        n  being."   he  •"'"*'    .Tone  immune.  Disci- 
"Every  human  b »'"*,;„,  can  make  one  ^  sWp.s 

oanic.  Nothing  but  d,s P        „     as  ,n  an  a'mY  d,jci. 

p^'e  may  be  ^±^[J.  But  there  is     ^        ^ 
ew,  and  that  v,    avert  p  £  .,  h    ^ 

line  which  a  »    »       „ perception; ,  of  truth  ^^ 

^,own  wisdom  and Jh»o      ^  «<»«»-  ^^t    Men  he  does 
■'When  a  man  know  ^  cannot  Tight  he  shrug, 

of  something  agnst  w  ^  b,    d  panic,        ^  H#ro,.. 

one  of  two  things-  he  *         ^  ^        h    bee         ^ 
his  shoulders!  He  bee      ^  ^  ahead,  fej       &   ^.^ 
In  the  uncertain  oay  and   me  w  c&n. 

P^V  >**  ;°d"-nPgP  these  Vue«^.-':enetvulnerabh 
«'«"?*•  the  PW  beforehand  w.  ^  bes,  .„.•,„.. 
aitioning  of  the^ 5P  ,.;„,,  it  seems  to  m  w), 

often  had  he  «.*  ed  him                   „ob £ £  soup. 

Well,  that's  what  s  m                  ^        capta  a  man 

DO  something  about  ^           ft  „  a  l-impo^"  k    p  r 

So  it  is  Pla',?  ^circumstance"  of  which  P  ^  A, 

^d'  •*£  "  U  lose himself?)  __Mayo  Cornell 

who\e  world, 
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You  think  there's  no  parallel  between  the  Christ 
in  the  Garden  and  the  smiling  sailor?  Read  this! 


Chaplain 


IT  happened  in  the  USO.  A  group 
of  sailors  were  "shooting  the 
breeze"  over  a  spot  of  food  in  Ma's 
department,  when  a  sailor  who  had 
been  a  recruit  with  them  at  the 
Lakes  happened   in. 

"Hi,  Mac,  where  you  been  ?" 

The  newcomer  mentioned  an 
Eastern  naval  base. 

"Like   it?" 

Quick  as  a  flash,  with  a  grin  from 
ear  to  ear,  came  a  real  sailor's  an- 
swer: "Nope,  don't  like  it — gotta 
take  it."  And  it  was  perfectly  ob- 
vious that  he  was  taking  it  as  a  blue- 
jacket should — uncomplainingly. 

There  is  much  in  life,  and  there 
will  be  much  more,  that  we  don't 
like  and  never  shall  like.  We  feel 
that  already  in  the  service  we  are 
meeting  up  with  many  things  we 
find  tough  to  take.  "Don't  like  it — 
gotta  take  it"  is  the  attitude  which 
will  make  us  better  and  nobler  men. 

It  may  be  that  things  go  wrong — 


no  letter  from  that  little  disturber 
back  home ;  some  clown  bets  the 
whole  section  a  bit  of  extra  duty,  or 
worse,  and  grim  tragedy  in  the 
shape  of  week-end  restriction  stalks 
you  on  the  very  week  end  when  that 
ever-loving  little  charmer  is  in 
town !  What  to  do  ?  Gripe  to  all 
and  sundry?  "Nope,  don't  like  it — 
gotta  take  it." 

One  meets  the  crowd  on  Satur- 
day night.  Somebody  suggests  a 
couple  of  short  snorts  at  Barney's. 
It  looks  like  a  swell  idea — but  a 
smart  Joe  knows  from  past  experi- 
ence that  those  couple  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  couple  more.  Final 
score :  One  grand  headache.  It's  not 
easy  to  refuse,  for  there's  always 
the  wise  guy  present  with  his  nasty 
remarks.  But  remember:  "Nope, 
don't  like  it — gotta  take  it." 

One  meets  up  with  a  neat  little 
blond  job.  Who  will  know?  One 
can  forget  that  sweet  kid  back  home 
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for  one  night,  can't  he?  .  .  .  "Nope, 
don't  like  it — gotta  take  it." 

Why?  Because  we  are  Navy,  or 
we  are  Army.  We  are  preparing  to 
do  a  job.  It  would  be  stupid  for  a 
boxer  to  train  on  cream  puffs,  and 
equally  dumb  for  us  to  prepare  for 
our  fighting  future  by  expecting 
everything  the  easy  way  now. 

Once  there  was  a  man,  a  God- 
man,  who  found  Himself  on  the  eve 
of   accomplishing  the   most  difficult 


job  ever  undertaken — the  redemp- 
tion of  the  human  race.  It  entailed 
suffering  and  death,  brutal  suffering 
and  ignominious  death.  He  had  a 
preview  of  the  millions  who  would 
spurn  that  redemption. 

His  prayer  that  night  was  the  one 
which  must  be  ours.  "Not  my  will, 
but  Thine,  be  done."  Is  that  not  the 
same  spirit  expressed  by  the  sailor 
who  didn't  "like  it"  but  yet  could 
"take  it"  ? 


BISHOP  LEONARD  TO  VISIT 
ARMED  FORCES  ARROAD 


By  the  time  this  appears  in  print,  Bishop 
Adna  W .  Leonard,  president  of  the  National 
Council    of    the    Service    Men's    Christian 
League,  will  have  left  on  an  extended  visit 
to    the    American    armed    forces    overseas. 
Commissioned   by    the    General    Commis- 
sion on  Army  and  Navy  Chaplains,  of  which 
organization  he  is  president,  Bishop  Leonard 
will  also   act  as  delegated   spokesman   for 
the  Federal  Council  of  Churches  in  addition 
to  representing  the  SM.C.L.   It  is  expected 
that  he  will  do  much  to  promote  a  wider 
knoivledge  and  understanding  of  the  League  and  its  purpose  to  co-ordi- 
nate and  consolidate  the  various  denominations'  work  among  service  men. 
The  bishop's  appointment  was  first  suggested  by  President  Roosevelt, 
who  has  authorized  transportation  for  the  trip.  His  itinerary  will  prob- 
ably include  visits  to  troop  encampments  in  England,  Ireland,  Scotland, 
Iceland  and  North  Africa.    In  addition,  visits  to  India,  China,  Liberia 
and  South  America  may  be  included.    It  is  estimated  that  the  tour  will 
take  about  ten  weeks. 

Chaplain  (Colonel)  Frank  Miller,  in  charge  of  the  Planning  and 
Training  Division  in  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Chaplains,  will  accompany 
Bishop  Leonard  as  aide. 


u<^eliqioit±    v^em,a,tk<zvle& 


By     SCHEEL 


rt.  rev.  ^feM^  St.  ^e^i^X^te^. 

PPESIDING  BISHOP  OF  THE  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 

IS  CHAPLAIN  oftheSFPOCSCPG, 
the'soCIETY  FOR  PREVENTION 
OF  CALLING  SLEEPING  CAR 
PORTERS  GEORGE" 

HE  WAS  ELECTED 
TO  THE  DUTV-LESS  OFFICE 
BY  THE  COUNTING- 
OF  MYTHICAL   BALLOTS. 
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EVERY  HILLTOP 

IN  MOUNTAINOUS 
YUGO-SLAVIA 

/S  CROWNED  BY  A  CHURCH 


A  DESTROYER 
CAPTAIN, 

Famous  In 
No^th  Sea  Convoys 
For  His  /<how/edg<3 
Of  The  BIBLE,, 

SIGNALS 
BIBLICAL  REFERENCES 
TO  ERR/N& 

MERCHANTMEN, 

WHO  FIND  A  STINGING- 
BUT  APPROPRIATE"  MESSAGE 
WHEN  THEY 

LOOK  OR  THE  TEXT 
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Interesting     bits      by 
and   about   Chaplains 


Chaplain    Taggart 


Circuit  Rider  of  the  Airways 

•  The  war  has  brought  back  the  cir- 
cuit rider,  that  famed  clerical  figure  of 
another  era,  but  this  time  he  uses  an 
airplane  instead  of  a  horse. 

Chaplain  William  E.  Taggart,  who 
was  chaplain  of 
the  19th  Bom- 
bardment Group, 
United  States 
Army  Air  Forces, 
told  about  it  re- 
cently as  he  ar- 
rived in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C, 
from  the  South- 
west Pacific  for 
assignment  to 
temporary  duty 
in  the  Office  of 
the  Air  Chaplain. 
Chaplain  Taggart 
wears  the  Silver  Star,  awarded  to  him 
for  gallantry  in  the  Southwest  Pacific. 
"An  Army  chaplain  assigned  to  an 
Air  Corps  unit  in  a  combat  theater 
learns  that  he  cannot  expect  his  men 
to  attend  his  services  regularly,"  Chap- 
lain Taggart  said.  "So  he  has  to  go 
to  them.  Many  times  I  have  boarded  a 
plane  and  gone  to  the  men,  hidden 
maybe  in  the  jungle  and  awaiting  a 
chance  to  attack  or  to  fly  on  a  defen- 
sive mission.  They  haven't  time  to 
listen  to  sermons,  and  the  chaplain  has 
to  go  by  each  plane,  give  a  short  re- 
ligious message  to  the  pilot  and  the 
members  of  his  crew,  and  then  hurry 
on  to  the  next." 

Chaplain  Taggart,  a  native  of  Abilene, 
Texas,  is  on  leave  from  his  pastorate 
at  the  Lamar  Avenue  Baptist  Church 
at  Wichita  Falls,  Texas.  A  graduate 
of  Hardin-Simmons  College,  he  joined 
the   19th   Bombardment   group   in   Java 

IS 


after  going  overseas  with  the  7th  Bom- 
bardment group  and  remained  with  the 
19th  throughout  its  service  in  Java, 
Australia  and  the  other  islands  of  the 
Southwest  Pacific. 

"Our  concept  of  religion  never 
changes,"  Chaplain  Taggart  said.  "But 
our  application  of  it  must  keep  in  step 
with  the  times.  A  chaplain  doesn't 
have  to  'sell'  the  Word  of  God  to  his 
men.  His  main  job  is  seeing  that  re- 
ligion is  always  made  available  to  them. 
Of  course,  he  has  the  never-ending  job 
of  visiting  the  sick  and  the  wounded, 
the  reviving  of  the  spirits  of  the  down- 
hearted and  the  burying  of  the  glorious 
dead.  He  never  feels  his  work  is 
through,  but  he  also  never  feels  that 
the  seeds  he  sows  do  not  bear  fruit." 

For  Gallantry  in  North  Africa 

•  Among  those  awarded  the  Silver 
Star  this  year  is  Chaplain  George  D. 
McClelland,  who  received  the  citation 
"for  gallantry  in  ministering  to  the 
wounded  while  constantly  under  heavy 
enemy  artillery  fire  in  the  North  Afri- 
can theater  of  operations." 

Chaplain  McClelland,  34  years 
old,  was  commissioned  April  19, 
1941,  and  was 
first  assigned  to 
Fort  Lewis, 
Washington.  He 
is  a  graduate  of 
Marshall  Texas 
High  School, 
Baylor  Univer- 
sity, Southwest- 
ern  Baptist 
Theological 
Seminary  and 
Kansas  City 
Baptist  Theolog- 
ical    Seminary.         Chaplain   McClelland 
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Wounded,  but  TSot  Stopped 

•  Army  chaplains  duck  enemy  bullets 
and  bombs  on  the  South  Pacific  fronts 
just  as  combat  soldiers  do.  They  slip 
in  and  out  of  foxholes  and  trenches, 
talk  religion  and  about  the  folks  back 
home.  They  go  armed  with  nothing 
more  than  a  Bible  and  hymnbook.  And 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  soldiers  wel- 
come   the    chaplains    with    enthusiasm. 

Chaplain  Lennie 
S.  Dubberly,  in 
Buna,  said  in  a 
report  made  pub- 
lic recently  by  the 
War  Department 
that  the  men  on 
the  battle  lines 
are  much  more 
religious  than 
might  be  sup- 
posed. "They've 
told  me  they  pray 
very  often,"  he 
added,  "especially 
in  the  thick  of  a 
fight.       And      they 

Chaplain  Dubberly  himself  was 
wounded  by  an  enemy  bullet  the  day 
after  Christmas.  In  his  report  he  merely 
mentioned  the  fact  and  hastened  to  say, 
"I'm  more  proud  than  ever  that  I'm 
a  chaplain  in  the  United  States  Army." 

Chaplain  Dubberly,  a  Methodist  from 
Prosper,  Texas,  left  Port  Moresby  with 
his  outfit  by  plane  on  November  8  and 
landed  on  the  other  side  of  the  Owen 
Stanley  Range.  "From  there  we  started 
walking,"  he  said,  "carrying  everything 
that  we  needed. 

"We  marched  for  ten  days  through  a 
most  difficult  jungle  trail.  I  marched 
at  the  end  of  the  line  with  a  portable 
hospital  unit.  When  possible  we  stayed 
in  a  native  village  at  night  but  many 
times  we  were  unable  to  make  it.  The 
mosquitoes,  flies,  ants  and  other  jungle 
pests  made  life  miserable  day  and  night. 
Our  most  difficult  trail  was  where  we 


Chaplain  Dubberly 

pray      sincerely.' 


had  to  cut  back  into  the  mountains.  We 
climbed  with  packs  on  our  backs  and  it 
rained  almost  constantly. 

"My  troops  went  into  action  Novem- 
ber 21.  I  stayed  with  the  battalion  aid 
station,  helping  with  the  wounded, 
quieting  as  much  as  possible  those  who 
were   shell-shocked. 

"I  visited  the  men  in  foxholes  and 
slit  trenches  and  talked  with  them. 
Many  of  the  men  said  they  missed  the 
services  we  used  to  have  back  in  camp. 
Often  I  would  stop  and  talk  to  one 
man,  and  it  would  not  be  very  long 
before  we'd  have  a  group  around,  talk- 
ing about  religion  and  the  folks  back 
home.  The  men  always  thanked  me  for 
coming  around  and  said  I  should  come 
back  whenever  I  could." 

Seek  Buddhist  Chaplain 

•  Request  for  a  Buddhist  chaplain,  the 
first  to  be  filed  with  the  Office  of  the 
Chief  of  Chaplains,  is  said  to  have  come 
from  a  colonel  commanding  a  combat 
unit  of  American  soldiers  of  Japanese 
descent. 

It  is  natural  that  among  the  Japanese- 
Americans  (whose  record  of  loyalty 
has  recently  won  them  the  long-sought 
right  to  fight  for  the  land  of  their 
birth)  there  would  be  many  who  have 
clung  to  the  Buddhist  faith  of  their 
fathers.  But  there  are  also  a  great 
many  Christians  among  them,  particu- 
larly of  the  Methodist  and  Baptist 
persuasion,  it  is  reported. 

Chaplains  in  Celluloid 

•  It's  only  a  question  of  time,  accord- 
ing to  news  coming  out  of  Hollywood, 
until  you  will  see  the  Chaplains  Corps 
immortalized  (perhaps  even  glamorized) 
on  the  screen.  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
has  signed  John  Craven  (son  of  Frank 
Craven)  for  the  lead  in  "They  Shall 
Not  March  Alone,"  which  purports  to 
be  a  story  of  the  U.  S.  Army  chaplains. 


TOUGH  ASSIGNMENT 


MALURA     T.     WEAVER 


BEHIND  the  USO  counter  Quen 
Castleton  felt  herself  growing  more 
nervous  by  the  minute.  The  palms  of 
her  hands  were  wet,  and  her  heart  was 
thumping  at  a  furious  pace — the  way  it 
had  been  thumping  ever  since  she  had 
left  her  father's  office  a  short  time  ago. 

She  was  afraid  to  scan  the  uniforms 
in  the  big  recreation  room,  afraid  she 
would  spot  the  sailor  she  must  find. 
She  knew  his  name  and  his  description 
in  detail.  And  she  knew  what  she  must 
do — take  him  to  her  father's  office. 

"This,"  her  father  had  blustered  in  a 
loud,  angry  voice  that  had  never  before 
been  directed  toward  her,  "is  a  people's 
war.  I'm  not  going  to  let  him  get  away 
with  this.  It's  treason !  And  I'll  sweat 
it  out  of  him " 

His  voice  had  become  crisp  and 
clipped  then,  as  he  had  described  the 
sailor  Quen  was  to  find.  "And  bring 
him  here — under  any  pretext,  but  bring 
him !  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  he'll 
turn  up  at  the  USO  this  afternoon." 
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It  was  only  when  Quen  was  halfway 
to  the  USO  that  she  had  realized  the 
enormity  of  the  assignment.  That  Dad 
should  phone  his  daughter — home  from 
college  for  the  week  end — to  rush  down 
to  his  newspaper  office  and  then  give 
her  an  assignment  was  odd  in  itself; 
that  he  should  give  her  an  assignment 
of  such  tremendous  importance  was 
hardly  believable.  "He  can't  get  away 
with   this — it's    treason!"   he   had   said. 

As  Quen  wiped  the  spotless  counter 
that  one  terrible  word  was  throbbing 
in  her  head — treason,  treason,  treason. 

Why  in  the  wide  world  had  Dad  put 
her  on  this  tremendously  important  as- 
signment? And  why,  in  the  first  place, 
would  Dad  take  upon  himself  the  job  of 
sweating  information  out  of  anyone  sus- 
pected of  treason?  Why  wouldn't  he 
turn  that  job  over  to  the  agency  it 
belonged  to — the  FBI? 

It  was  only  a  few  minutes  until  her 
man  arrived.  Quen  spotted  him  the 
moment  he  came  in  the  door  and  saun- 
tered to  the  information  desk.  She  felt 
a  little  sick  because  she  hadn't  expected 
him  to  look  like  these  other  boys — so 
young  and  clean-cut  and  indomitable. 

Moving  farther  up  the  counter,  she 
could  hear  plainly  when  he  gave  his 
name  at  the  information  desk  and  in- 
quired about  a  message.   The  name  was 


right,  too — Bill  Clayton.  There  was  no 
mistake,  this  was  the  right  sailor. 

He  came  over  to  the  counter.  Quen 
moved  in  on  him,  with  coffee  and 
doughnuts  and  cake. 

Suddenly  he  grinned  at  her,  flicking 
an  eye  toward  her  sorority  pin  on  the 
pocket  of  her  blouse.  "So  you're  a 
Theta?  A  fugitive  from  which  cam- 
pus?" 

"Ralston,   '43." 

"I'm  Sigma  Chi— State,  '40  " 

Through  a  second  helping  of  cake 
and  a  third  cup  of  coffee  they  discussed 
college  football.  Quen  got  the  idea 
now  why  Dad  had  selected  her  for 
this  job — she  bore  the  earmarks  of  what 
she  was,  a  college  girl.  Moreover,  Dad 
often  worked  hand  in  glove  with  the 
police  department,  so  it  was  entirely 
conceivable    that    these    days    he    was 


"We    were    at    our   battle    sta- 
tions  when    the    torpedo   hit" 
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working  hand  in  glove  with  the   FBI. 

Bill  was  asking  "I've  been  in  town 
only  since  last  night,  and  I  haven't  got 
the  lay  of  the  land  yet.  Is  there  a  park 
around  here?  I've  a  yen  to  smell  the 
woods." 

"We  have  several,  but  only  one  with 
a  real  woods.  I  can  convoy  you  there, 
if  you  like.    I'm  going  off  duty  now." 

"Swell !"  Bill   grinned  happily. 

She  must  take  Bill  to  the  park  first, 
Quen  decided.  Dad  had  warned  this 
sailor  would  smell  a  rodent  if  she 
crowded  him.  The  bus  was  so  full  they 
had  to  take  separate  seats,  and  Quen 
was  glad  for  the  respite. 

As  soon  as  the  woods  loomed  into 
sight,  Bill  was  on  his  feet,  even  before 
the  bus  stopped.  And  as  soon  as  they 
had  alighted  he  caught  her  arm,  racing 
her  across  the  highway  as  if  the  woods 
would  run  away  before  they  got  there. 
He    promptly    wheeled    out    two   bikes. 

Tailing  him  as  he  pedaled  up  one 
path  and  down  another  and  tossed  con- 
versation in  bits  over  his  shoulder, 
Quen  brought  out  again  that  odious 
word  for  examination — treason.  Was 
Bill  Clayton  taking  absence  without 
leave  from  his  ship?  That  was  treason, 
in  wartime,  wasn't  it?  Or  was  it  some- 
thing worse — s  o  m  e  t  h  i  n  g  infinitely 
worse?  She  back-tracked  over  her 
father's  words  and  could  find  nothing 
to  enlighten  her.  She  fumed  and  fretted 
silently  until,  furious  with  herself,  she 
bit  down  hard  on  her  lower  lip. 

Quen  was  quite  calm  again  when  they 
were  pedaling  back,  finally,  toward  the 
bicycle  stand.  She  anticipated  no  diffi- 
culty about  suggesting  a  stop  in  town, 
which  would  be  her  father's  office.  But 
Quen  hadn't  figured  on  the  unexpected 
complication  that  turned  up. 

Out    on    the    highway    there    was    a 


squeal  of  brakes,  and  the  voice  of  a 
friend,  Marie,  who  scrambled  out  of  a 
crowded  car,  dragging  a  sailor  with  her. 

"I've  been  trying  for  an  hour  to  track 
you  down,  Quen!"  Marie  was  panting. 
"Look  what  I  got !  My  cousin  John — 
the  forward  who  took  the  big  game 
away  from  Ralston  last  year!" 

Quen  and  Bill  Clayton  had  got  off 
their  bikes.  There  was  small  need  for 
introductions ;  John  and  Bill  Clayton 
turned  out  to  be  friends  too.  While 
they  were  clapping  each  other  on  the 
back,  Marie  excitedly  explained  to  Quen 
how  John  had  turned  up  with  an  un- 
expected twenty-four-hour  leave,  how 
the  whole  carload  was  bound  for  the 
city,  to  her  aunt's,  for  a  house  party  to 
last  twenty-four  hours.  "So  put  up  your 
bikes,  and  we're  off  this  minute.  I've 
already  phoned  your  mother,  Quen,  so 
we're  set." 

Naturally  Bill  was  included  now  in 
the  house  party,  and  he  was  visibly 
delighted  about  it.  There  was  no  point 
in  Quen's  trying  to  back  out;  in  any 
case  the  gang  would  certainly  take 
Bill  along.  Somehow  she  must  prevent 
that 

Jumping  on  her  bike  with  a  "Come 
on !"  to  Bill,  she  headed  for  the  bicycle 
stand  at  high  speed.  Five  seconds  later 
her  bike  swerved  off  the  path  and 
crashed  into  the  trunk  of  a  tree. 

Quen  flew  over  the  handle  bars  and 
landed  with  a  thump,  banging  her 
shoulder  sharply  against  the  tree  trunk 
en  route.  She  hadn't  intended  the  spill 
to  be  a  fake.    And  it  wasn't ! 

Bill  was  hauling  her  to  her  feet. 
Quen  had  a  fleeting  glimpse  of  Marie's 
frightened  eyes ;  she  heard  the  pound 
of  running  feet  crossing  the  highway. 
The  whole  gang  surrounded  her. 

Quen  ached  all  over.    Her  stockings 
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were  snagged  and  her  blouse  soiled. 
She  said,  "I'm  all  in  one  piece — only 
badly  shaken  up,"  which  was  true 
enough,  and  added :  "You  and  the  bunch 
go  on,  Marie.  I'll  go  on  home,  tidy  up, 
and  follow  on  a  bus." 

Bill  spoke  up.  "Quen's  right.  That 
was  a  bad  spill,  and  she  needs  to  catch 
her  second  breath.  I'll  look  out  for 
Quen ;    we'll    both    follow    later." 

Bill  said  anxiously,  "I'm  going  to 
phone  for  a  taxi  and  take  you  home,  but 
first  you  relax  a  little  while  here  on  a 
swing." 

That  half-hour  in  the  swing,  before 
the  taxi  came,  was  an  unhappy  climax 
to  an  unhappy  afternoon.  Bill  didn't 
talk  about  the  war;  he  talked  about 
home.  "Believe  it  or  not,  I  was  born 
right  here  in  this  town,  but  the  family 
moved  when  I  was  less  than  a  year  old. 
I  was  brought  up  with  mountains  star- 
ing me  in  the  face."  He  chatted  on  hap- 
pily about  the  sort  of  things  any  other 
boy  would  have  talked  about.  His  eyes, 
grave  and  sparkling  by  turns,  seemed 
so  candid,  his  face  so  frank  and  open, 
his  manner  so  aboveboard. 

Quen's  thoughts  screamed  at  him : 
"There  must  be  a  mistake,  Bill  Clay- 
ton!  You  just  couldn't  be  guilty  of 
treason — not  a  grand  person  like  you !" 
What  she  actually  said  was,  finally : 
"We'd  better  shove  off  now.  I  have 
a  stop  to  make  in  town." 

Bill  was  unsuspicious  when  Quen  led 
the  way  through  the  tailor  shop,  up  the 
back  stairs,  through  the  door  left  un- 
locked for  her,  and  into  the  corridor  of 
her  father's  building.  But  in  the  corri- 
dor you  could  hear  the  noise  of  the 
presses.  Quen  saw  Bill's  eyes  flick  to- 
ward her,  then,  inquiringly  and  a  little 
startled.  She  almost  pushed  him  into 
her  father's  office. 


Bill  came  to  a  sudden  halt  just  in- 
side the  door.  Bleak  eyes  rested  on 
Quen.  He  said,  in  a  quiet  but  stinging 
tone:  "Pardon  my  error.  I  thought  you 
were  tops.  But  this  afternoon,  right 
from  fhe  start,  was  just  the  old  double 
cross,  wasn't  it?  You're  a  reporter, 
aren't  you?" 

Her  father  answered  for  her:  "She's 
not  a  reporter,  but  she's  her  father's 
daughter.  A  Castleton  ought  to  come 
through  on  an  assignment  by  pure  in- 
stinct. Now  sit  down,  my  boy,  sit 
down !    And  relax !" 

Dad's  voice  was  a  purr.  "You  were 
born  in  this  town;  your  story  belongs 
to  your  home-town  paper.  Maybe  you 
don't  realize  we're  planning  all  sorts 
of  honors  for  you — the  key  to  the  city, 
and  a  chamber-of-commerce  dinner,  and 
a  radio  talk " 

Quen's  breath  caught  in  her  throat. 
She  sat  down  abruptly  and  stared  at 
Bill  Clayton. 

Bill  hadn't  relaxed,  hadn't  sat  down. 
He  just  stood  there  stiff  as  a  poker, 
his  jaw  hard  and  outthrust.  He  said: 
"I  got  off  sick  leave  last  evening,  and 
ever  since  I've  had  reporters  on  my 
neck,  sir.  There  isn't  going  to  be  a 
story,  sir,  and  no  keys  to  the  city,  none 
of  that.  Because  I'm  not  going  to  be  a 
phony  hero " 

"Now,  now,  my  boy,"  Dad  began  to 
wheedle.  "My  former  linotypist  hap- 
pened to  be  on  the  same  ship.  Name 
of  Sam  Harris.  He's  still  in  the 
hospital.  He  tipped  me  off.  And  from 
what  he  can  remember,  there  was  cer- 
tainly nothing  phony  about  your^ " 

"I  know  what  that  red-headed  ape's 
been  babbling,"  Bill  came  back.  "But, 
no   story.    And  no  honors." 

Dad  discarded  his  wheedling  tone. 
He  began  to  shout,  pounding  the  desk. 
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"Young  man,  at  a  time  like  this 
such  fool  modesty  is  treason!  This  is 
a  people's  war.  We're  all  in  the  firing 
line,  one  way  or  another ;  we  have  a 
right  to  know  these  hero  stories — they 
buck  us  up." 

Bill  waited  until  Dad  was  done  shout- 
ing. Then :  "It's  not  fool  modesty,  sir. 
Sam  and  I  were  at  our  battle  station 
when  the  first  torpedo  hit.  He  was 
woozy  after  that,  he  couldn't  know  for 
sure  what  happened  after  that.  The 
point  is,  I  was  woozy  too.  If  I  did 
anything  heroic,  it  was  all  part  of  a 
hazy  dream — and  I  can't  distinguish 
what  was  dream  and  what  was  fact. 
But  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  if  I  ever  get 
to  be  a  hero  I'll  be  so  plumb  proud  I'll 
shout  it  from  the  housetops." 

Quen  didn't  close  her  mouth  until  the 
two  men  were  shaking  hands  and  Dad 
was  saying  warmly :  "I  see  your  view- 
point, my  boy.  When  Jim  Castleton 
backs  out  on  a  story,  that's  something!" 

Quen  came  out  of  her  chair  in  a 
bounce  then,  and  faced  her  dad.  She 
had  found  her  voice  now,  and  it 
sounded  shrill  in  her  own  ears :  "Maybe 
I  can  bring  in  an  assignment,  Dad,  by 
instinct  because  I'm  a  Castleton."  She 
did  a  little  shouting  on  her  own.  "But 
instinct  didn't  help  me  to  translate  your 
office  language  properly.  I  want  you 
to  know  I've  just  spent  the  most  mis- 
erable afternoon  of  my  life." 

Dad  was  taken  aback.  "Why,  Quen, 
honey !"  He  was  understanding,  she 
knew,  by  the  way  her  chin  was  wob- 
bling.   "You  mean  you " 

"Yes!  I  do  mean!"  Quen  whirled, 
grabbed  Bill's  arm,  and  tossed  over  her 
shoulder,  "And  now  Bill  and  I  are  off 
to  a  house  party." 

Bill  didn't  say  anything  until  they 
hit  the  street.    There  he  stopped  in  his 


tracks.  His  eyes  weren't  bleak  now — 
just  disappointed. 

"I'm  checking  out  of  that  house  party, 
Quen.  You  don't  agree  with  your  dad's 
accepting  my  viewpoint — I  could  tell 
that  when  you  sounded  off  to  him. 
You're  still  determined  to  get  a  story, 
and  you  think  you  can  badger  me  for 
the  next  twenty-four  hours " 

"Sounding  off  to  my  dad?"  Quen  cut 
in,  sharply.  "But  I  wasn't !  I  was 
merely  telling  him  what  an  idiot  I'd 
been  this  afternoon.  He  understood. 
And  when  I  confess  I  even  banged  into 
a  tree  accidentally  on  purpose  he'll  un- 
derstand what  a  complete  idiot  I  was." 

Bill  blinked.  "You  took  that  spill- 
on  purpose?" 

Quen  looked  him  in  the  eye  with- 
out flinching.  "Look,  Bill  Clayton.  You 
heard  the  way  my  day  bandied  that 
word  'treason,'  didn't  you  ?  Well !  He 
used  that  same  word — only  without  any 
illuminating  explanation  ! — when  he  told 
me  to  bring  you  to  the  office  under  any 
pretext  I  was  big  enough  to  handle. 
Do  you  understand  now,  or  do  I  have 
to  spell  it  out  with  blocks  ?  Like  a  little 
dope  I  took  that  word  literally !" 

"What!"  It  sounded  like  a  miniature 
explosion.  An  angry  flush  crept  up  to 
Bill's  hair  line.  "Do  I,"  he  glared  at 
her,  "look  like  that  kind  of  louse?" 

Quen  glared  right  back.  "How 
should  I  know  what  that  kind  of  louse 
would  look  like?"  She  softened.  "I 
liked  you  a  lot,  Bill,  but  I  couldn't  let 
my  feelings  make  any  difference." 

For  a  moment  they  stared  at  each 
other.  Then,  "That,"  Bill  said  softly, 
"is  pretty  immense !" 

They  took  another  moment  to  smile 
at  each  other,  and  then  hurried  along 
at  a  brisk  pace.  After  all,  they  had  a 
date  with  a  house  party. 
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Step  up,  fellow,  and 
enter  your  voice  in 
the  Soapbox  Serenade 


"Looks  like  The 
Link  may  be  just  what 
the  doctor  would  pre- 
scribe for  faltering 
Protestants.  I'm  pleased 
that  the  Protestant  or- 
ganizations are  getting 
on  the  beam ;  we  fel- 
lows do  need  a  connec- 
tion with  our  civilian 
religious  life  in  order 
that  we  too  can  keep 
on  the  beam  !  Sure 
hope  you  can  keep  'em 
flying — those  Links,  I 
mean!" — Pvt.    Alfred  = 

M.     Utecht,     Army 
Technical  school,  Sioux  Falls,  S.  Dak. 

"As  I  opened  The  Link  and  read  it 
through,  I  was  impressed  that  I  had  at 
last  found  a  publication  that  was  not 
just  a  devotional  monthly.  They  have 
their  place,  undoubtedly,  but  the  men 
in  our  group  seem  to  give  them  only  a 
cursory  glance — they  get  so  many.  But 
if  copies  of  The  Link  were  to  get  into 
their  hands,  they'd  be  more  inclined 
to  hang  onto  their  copy.  I  am  prepar- 
ing for  the  ministry,  even  though  in 
the  Army,  and  shall  keep  my  copies  of 
Link  for  reference  when  I  am  dis- 
charged."— Pfc.  Lewie  H.  Miller,  Jr., 
Asst.  to  Group  Chaplain,  Fort  Dix, 
N.J. 

"Highly  pleased  with  The  Link.  It  is 
attractively  made  up ;  its  articles  are  of 
high  quality,  and  its  discussion  helps  are 
exceptionally  fine.  An  all-round  fine 
magazine,  it  will  meet  a  warm  welcome 


with  service  men!  - 
Chaplain  Philip  W. 
Pennington,  Fairfield, 
Ohio. 

"I  am  delighted  with 
The  Link.  The  whole 
set-up  appeals  to  me. 
The  S.M.C.L.  is  just 
the  thing!" — Chaplain 
Ivan  C.  Ross,  A.P.O., 
Nezv  Orleans,  La. 


"The  Link  is  exactly 

the  name  for  a  magazine 
like  this.  It  is  just  what 
we  have  been  looking  for.  Men  are 
hungry  to  know  what  the  Bible  teaches, 
and  to  know  how  to  study  it.  They'll 
find  it  here.  Now  we  chaplains  have  the 
'link'  to  a  successful  service  men's  Bible 
study  class  !" — Chaplain  Chester  D. 
Hamilton,  Fort  Francis  E.  Warren, 
Wyo. 

"I  am  unable  adequately  to  express 
the  joy  that  The  Link  is  bringing  to 
us  men  here.  Our  men  have  taken  all 
our  copies  and  begged  for  more.  Surely, 
it  seems  the  answer  to  our  prayers  for 
some  Christian  literature  to  meet  the 
needs  of  all  our  men." — Chaplain 
William  H.  Rossell,  Camp  Claiborne, 
La. 

"Congratulations  on  the  fine  appear- 
ance, form  and  content  of  the  second 
issue  of  The  Link  !" — Chaplain 
Harry  C.  Fraser,  Liaison  Chaplain, 
Army   Air   Forces,    Washington,   D.  C. 


25 


26 


THE    LINK 


May 


"I  consider  this  the  best  publication 
that  has  come  over  my  desk !" — Chap- 
lain John  B.  Dalton,  Camp  Grant, 
III. 

"Praise  the  Lord  and  pass  The  Link  ! 
You  have  given  us  a  staff  to  lean  on, 
bread  to  sustain  us,  vision  to  lead  us, 
and  the  Way  of  Life  to  strengthen  us. 
Our  League  is  growing  by  leaps  and 
bounds.  It  is  by  far  the  best  literature 
in  the  field  for  service  men." — Chap- 
lain Robert  L.  Schock,  Camp  Beale, 
Calif. 

"This  is  to  thank  your  Council  for 
the  prayers,  the  interest  and  the  effort 
you  are  putting  into  S.M.C.L.,  and  in  its 
magazine,  The  Link.  Upon  arrival  of 
my  first  copy  we  started  our  organiza- 
tion into  action.  In  addition  to  my  other 
units  I  contact  in  the  hospital  many 
men  from  distant  regiments  in  this 
sector.  Thus  I  have  a  splendid  op- 
portunity to  sow  the  seed  of  the 
S.M.C.L.  in  fertile  ground." — Chap- 
lain Rodney  Thaine  Taylor,  A.P.O., 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

"What  a  fine  job  you  have  done  with 
The  Link!  It  certainly  is  a  valuable 
aid  to  any  chaplain,  and  its  monthly 
coming  will  be  eagerly  awaited.  The 
'Bible  Bits'  and  'Topic  Talks'  are 
exceptionally  good  and  will  be  of 
tremendous  help  in  preparing  weekly 
Bible  lessons  for  our  study  groups." — 
Chaplain  C.  W.  Brown,  Camp  Robin- 
son, Ark. 

"I  wish  to  commend  those  who  had 
any  part  in  producing  and  editing  The 
Link.  It  is  bound  to  be  of  immense 
help  to  both  chaplains  and  men.  I  find 
that  the  material  is  not  only  practical 
for  our  Sunday  evening  program,  but 
also  for  other  talks  that  I  am  called 
upon  to  give  informally  during  the 
week.  I  can  also  make  splendid  use  of 
the  magazine  in  my  services  at  the 
guardhouse  and  hospital.  Keep  up  the 
good  work!" — Chaplain  Floyd  S. 
Smith,  Fort  Benning,  Ga. 

"Congratulations  on  a  most  timely 
and  well-planned  magazine !  Your  selec- 


tion of  forum  topics  is  a  welcome 
feature.  I  know  that  many  of  the  boys 
will  find  great  enjoyment  and  profit  in 
reading  it." — Chaplain  Myron  H.  Wil- 
lard,  McClellan  Field,  Calif. 

"The  chaplains  at  this  station  have 
unitedly  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
churches  comprising  united  Protestant- 
ism will  centralize  their  publications  for 
service  men  in  this  one  grand  magazine. 
The  Link.  This  publication  has  met 
with  an  outstanding  reception  here." — 
Chaplain  Glenn  J.  Witherspoon, 
Post  Chaplain,  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo. 

"The  copies  of  The  Link  disappear 
almost  as  fast  as  we  put  them  on  our 
literature  table.  Thank  you  for  your 
fine  Christian  service  in  supplying  this 
much  needed  literature  for  our  men." 
— Regimental  Chaplain  Howard  E. 
Huddell,  Camp  Hoivze,  Tex. 

"I  have  just  received  my  first  copy  of 
The  Link.  It  is  excellent !  I  have  been 
hoping  for  some  such  medium  of  united 
religious  expression — and  you've  done 
it !  We  are  ready  for  our  'kick-off' 
with  the  League  as  soon  as  the  supplies 
arrive.  The  percentage  of  attendance 
at  religious  services  at  this  advanced 
base  is  very  high,  and  your  helps  will 
be  invaluable  in  keeping  it  so." — Chap- 
lain Charles  E.  Dyer,  A.P.O.,  San 
Francisco,  Calif. 

"The  forceful,  popular  appeal  of  this 
little  magazine  is  indeed  stimulating. 
The  men  join  me  in  offering  our  grate- 
ful appreciation  of  your  great  help." — 
Chaplain  George  M.  Bastian,  Patter- 
son Field,  Fairfield,  Ohio. 

"May  I  congratulate  you  on  a  truly 
fine  booklet  prepared  especially  for  men 
of  the  service — and  in  a  service  man's 
language!" — Chaplain  O.D.F.  Herr- 
mann,  Terminal  Island,  Calif. 

"My  men  are  very  enthusiastic  over 
The  Link.  We  are  already  planning 
in  this  regiment  for  forum  meetings 
as  suggested  in  the  magazine." — Chap- 
lain John  H.  Thornberry,  Camp 
Phillips,  Kans. 
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"Thanks  very  much  for  The  Link, 
which  I  have  read  with  keenest  interest 
and  appreciation.  It  is  a  timely  publica- 
tion with  attractive  format,  lively 
topics,  and  capable  writers  who  are 
thinking  in  terms  of  the  man  in  khaki. 
May  a  large  measure  of  success  mark 
your  praiseworthy  efforts  in  a  great 
cause!" — Chaplain  Green  A.  Cooper, 
Fort  Enstis,  Va. 

"May  I  congratulate  you  on  The 
Link?  It  is  filled  with  spiritual  help 
and  inspiration.  It  will  be  of  great  as- 
sistance to  chaplains  as  well  as  their 
men." — Chaplain  Theodore  Harvey, 
Camp  Be  ale,  Calif. 

"The  S.M.C.L.  is  an  answer  to  every 
Protestant  chaplain's  prayer !  While  at 
Westover  Field,  I  was  able  to  unite  the 
men  of  Protestant  faith  in  an  organiza- 
tion that  functioned  under  the  name, 
"Organized  Protestant  Men"  (OPM). 
Although  the  program  met  with  favor- 
able response,  it  lacked  the  national 
emphasis  your  organization  provides. 
Many  chaplains  have  attempted  similar 
efforts,   but  have  found  themselves  re- 


stricted. Permit  me  to  express  my  deep 
personal  appreciation  for  all  you  are 
doing." — Chaplain  Carl  C.  E.  Well- 
berg,   Patterson  Field,  Fairfield,   Ohio. 

"I  am  greatly  encouraged  and  de- 
lighted at  the  prospects  of  organizing 
an  S.M.C.L.  unit  among  the  Filipino 
troops.  These  are  fine  men,  and  I  am 
sure  they  will  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunities  of  such  an  organization. 
It  sounds  great !" — Chaplain  Mere- 
dith P.  Smith,  Camp  Cooke,  Calif. 

"I  am  in  contact  with  fourteen  chap- 
lains every  day,  and  they  are  surely 
going  for  the  S.M.C.L.  It's  a  wonderful 
idea !" — Sgt.  Earl  W.  Redmond,  North 
Camp  Polk,  La. 

"We  welcome  The  Link!  In  their 
offices  chaplains  keep  a  supply  of  re- 
ligious literature.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  the  demand  for  such  reading 
matter  is  almost  as  great  as  for  secular 
magazines." — Chaplain  H.  Dumstrey, 
U.  S.  Naval  Training  Station,  Bain- 
bridge,  Md. 
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Last  call!   Contest  closes  May  15th! 
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Thick  and  fast  they're  coming  in!  It 
seems  we  really  started  something 
when  we  quoted  the  Axis  propa- 
gandists to  the  effect  that  "The 
American  service  man  is  fighting  only 
because  he's  been  drafted.  He  has 
no  glowing  ideals  on  his  banners!" 
When  we  get  through  with  this  con- 
test, Herr  Schickelgruber,  you'll  be 
better  informed  on  the  reasons  why 
Americans  go  to  war! 


For  the  four  best  articles  on  the 
above  subject,  THE  LINK  will  make 
the  following  awards: 

First  Prize $25 

Second  Prize 15 

Third  Prize 10 

Fourth  Prize 5 

Keep  your  article  to  1,000  words  or 
less.  And  be  sure  to  get  it  to  us 
by   no    later   than    May    15th,    1943. 

Address:  Editor,  THE  LINK 


THE  SERVICE  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN   LEAGUE 
Room  509,  1703  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Reading  Down 

1  ".    .    .    faithfulness    shalt    thou    establish" 
Ps.  89 :  2 

2  Range  of  rocks  near  surface  of  water  (pi.) 

3  And 

4  Same  as  32  across 

5  "Thy  rod  and  thy  .  .  ."  Ps.  23 :  4 

6  "I   .   .    .   give  thee   a  crown   of  life"   Rev. 
2:  10 

7  Good  Judean  king  2  Chron.   14:2 

10  "And  the  archers  .  .  .  him"   1   Sam.   31:  3 


12  "Thy    faithfulness    .    .    .    unto   the    clouds" 

Ps.  36:  5 
14  "O    .   .    .   and   see  that   the   Lord  is   good" 

Ps.  34:8   (pi.) 

16  Dick  .  .  .  ,  character  in  comics 

17  Flexible 

19  "I  would  thou  wert  cold  or  .  .  ."  Rev.  3: 

15 
22  ".  .  .  be  not  faithless,  but  believing"  John 

20:  27 
24  "A   faithful   witness  will  not   .    .    ."   Prov. 

14:  5 
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OUR  BIBLE  CROSSWORD  PUZZLE 


27  ".   .    .   is   faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us"         18  "The    Lord   preserveth   the 
1  John  1:9  23 

28  ".  .  .  Thy  commandments  are  faithful"  Ps.        20  Egyptian  sun  god 


29 

Ps.    31: 


119:86 
29  "Forasmuch  as  he  .  .  .  faithful"  Dan.  6 :  4 
32  "Uttermost  ...  of  the  earth"  Ps.  2:8 
34  It  is  (cont.) 
36  Son  of  Gad  Gen.  46:  16 

38  City  of  the  Canaanites  Josh.  8:  1 

39  "As  ...  as  ye  drink  it"  1  Cor.  11:  25 

41  Bushel 

42  ".  .  .  and  Omega"  Rev.   1 :  8 

45  Eastern  continent 

46  Meat 

47  Passage  for  smoke  in  chimney 

48  "A  faithful  .  .  .  who  can  find"  Prov.  20 :  6 

49  "Other  holy  offerings  .  .  .  they  in  pots" 
2  Chron.  35:  13 

53  ".   .   .   ,   I   am  with  you  alway"   Matt.   28: 

20 
55  New  Testament 
57  Creditor 

Reading  Across 

1  "Words  are  .  .  .  and  faithful"  Rev.  21:5 
4  Postscript 

6  "I  am  the  ...   ,  the  truth,  and  the  life" 
John  14: 6 

8  ".    .    .    that    endureth    to    the    end"    Matt. 
10:  22 

9  "For  ...  he  counted  me  faithful"   1  Tim. 
1:  12 

11  "Thy  faithfulness  .  .  .  unto  all  genera- 
tions" Ps.    119:  90 

13  "Not  seen,  and  .  .  .  have  believed"  John 
20:  29 

15  "To  sit  up  .  .   ."  Ps.   127:  2 


21  Girl 

23  "Fear  none  .  .  .  those  things"  Rev.  2:  10 

24  Varnish  ingredient 

25  "Thou  .   .   .   faithfulness  hast  afflicted  me" 
Ps.   119:  75 

26  "Not  been   faithful   in   .    .    .   which   is    an- 
other man's"   Luke  16:  12 

29  "Tree,    of   ...    I   commanded   thee"    Gen. 
3:  17 

30  Newspaper  notice 

31  Snakelike  fish 

32  Father 

33  ".    .    .s    shall    be    upon    the    faithful"    Ps. 
101:  6 

34  "Without  faith  it  .  .  .  impossible  to  please 
him"   Heb.    11:  6 

35  "He  that  is  .   .   .   among  you"  Luke  9:48 
37  Make  lace 

40  Railroad 

41  Exclamation  of  disgust 

43  "Great   .    .    .   thy  faithfulness"   Lam.    3 :  23 

44  "A  .   .  .  man  shall  abound  with  blessings" 
Prov.  28 :  20 

49  Saints;  streets 

50  Salt 

51  Word  before  verse  129  of  Psalm  119 

52  "Thy    faithfulness    ...    in    the    congrega- 
tion" Ps.  89 :  5 

54  "Have  faith  .   .   .   God"   Mark  11:22 
56  "As  ...  as  lieth  in  you,  live  peaceably" 
Rom.   12:  18 

58  "There  is  .  .  .  faithfulness  in  their  mouth" 
Ps.   5:9 

59  "Be  thou  faithful  unto  .  .  ."  Rev.  2:  10 

60  Ages 


Our  text  is  8,  9,  11,  18,  25,  26,  29,  34,  35,  43,  44,  52,  54  and  56  combined 
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J-he  story  is  being  told  of  a  certain  Army  officer  who  had  little  use  for 
religion,  but  who  was  fond  of  the  chaplain.  He  seldom  attended  church, 
but  all  of  a  sudden  he  started  to  attend  and  kept  it  up.  One  day,  the 
chaplain  asked  him  about  this  change  of  attitude. 

"Padre,"  he  replied,  "I've  been  soundly  converted,  and  in  the  strang- 
est way.  You  see,  I'm  the  regimental  censor.  I've  been  reading  the  letters 
which  the  men  send  home  to  their  fathers,  mothers,  wives,  and  sweet- 
hearts. The  letters  of  our  men  have  shown  such  a  wonderful  faith — a 
faith  that  is  a  real,  living  thing — that  I  began  to  realize  that  I  was 
missing  the  biggest  thing  in  life.    My  life  has  been  changed." 

Watchman- Examiner 


Oil,       A 


ND   the      LA^   cr2   \_s 


IT  is  a  thrilling  experience  for  any 
man  to  find  a  new  world  of  knowl- 
edge and  understanding  suddenly  open 
up  to  him — especially  if  he  previously 
thought  this  new  world  beyond  his 
comprehension. 

Such  an  experience  has  come  to 
thousands  of  men  in  service  through 
their  everyday  association  with  chap- 
lains   and   the   civilian   clergy. 

Many  prominent  figures  of  the  min- 
istry serving  in  the  past  war  and  the 
present  have  given  some  idea  of  what 
the  chaplain  can  mean  to  the  men  under 
arms,  but  of  the  civilian  clergy  less 
has  been  said  and  understood. 

Some  months  past,  Chief  of  Army 
Chaplains  William  R.  Arnold,  wrote : 
"There  are  many  civilian  clergymen 
who  for  one  reason  or  another  cannot 
become  Army  chaplains.  I  try  to  show 
them  that  they  have  equal  opportunities 
to  serve  the  Army  through  USO." 

Service  men  naturally  have  contacts 
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with  the  civilian  clergy  outside  the 
USO,  but  to  an  ever-increasing  ex- 
tent the  two  groups  are  also  meeting 
each  other  at  these  centers. 

Take  for  example,  the  case  of  a 
certain  private  who  was  known  as  "the 
lone  wolf"  at  the  center  which  he  fre- 
quented. He  was  a  morose  sort  of 
fellow — not  more  than  26 — who  never 
played  games  or  joined  in  the  sings 
or  snack-bar  chats.  The  USO  director 
tried  to  engage  him  in  conversation 
but  with  no  luck.  The  director  then 
did  what  he  had  done  in  many  such 
instances :  he  engaged  the  help  of  a 
local  minister  who  was  often  at  the 
clubhouse. 

It  took  time  and  patience  before  the 
minister  could  get  the  man  to  open  up, 
but  once  the  flood  gates  of  his  reserve 
were  unlocked,  he  poured  forth  the 
reasons  for  his  unhappiness.  He  had  a 
girl  who  wrote  him  that  she  was  hav- 
ing   dates    with    another    man,    saying 
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that  although  she  still  loved  him  deeply 
she  found  it  almost  unbearable  never 
to  go  out,  never  to  talk  to  anyone  but 
the  women  in  the  shop  where  she 
worked,  never  to  see  a  little  of  the 
town  when  it  was  its  brightest.  The 
man  admitted  he  had  no  reason  to  dis- 
trust the  girl,  but  the  realization  that 
she  had  any  association  with  another 
man,  no  matter  how  platonic,  riddled 
him  with  such  jealousy  that  he  could 
think  of  nothing  else. 

Just  what  the  minister  said  is  not 
known,  but  it  is  a  fact  that  before  very 
long  "the  lone  wolf"  was  able  to  see 
the  whole  situation  in  a  more  under- 
standing and  tolerant  light.  Later  this 
soldier  was  heard  to  murmur :  "Shucks, 
I  always  thought  you  had  to  talk  to 
a  minister  about  God !  Now  I  know 
you  can  talk  to  him  about  anything 
and  he'll  understand." 

Then,  there  is  the  case  of  another 
soldier  who,  facing  embarkation  for 
overseas  duty,  simply  went  to  pieces 
through  fear.  The  USO  director  ar- 
ranged to  have  him  "accidentally"  meet 
a  minister.  The  clergyman  took  him 
aside,  and  finally  got  from  him  the 
confession  that  he  was  terrified  at  the 
dangers  ahead. 

"Fact  is,  Padre,"  he  confessed,  "I'm 
afraid  I've  got  a  heck  of  a  big,  yellow 
streak !" 

The  minister  turned  this  aside,  show- 
ing how  all  of  us  are  fearful  at  times. 
Then  he  suggested  that  he  try  to  find 
strength  in  prayer. 

"Why,  Padre,"  the  soldier  exclaimed, 
"I  haven't  prayed  since  I  was  a  kid! 
I'm  ashamed  to  do  it  now." 

"Just  try  it,  "the  preacher  urged. 

They  prayed  together,  and  the  soldier 
afterward  admitted  that  not  only  did 
he  regain  the  courage  he  had  lost,  but 


an  added  strength  as  well.  Through 
the  ministrations  of  a  wise  clergyman, 
a   forgotten   world   had   been   reopened. 

A  visitor  to  another  USO  clubhouse, 
seeing  a  minister  on  duty  in  the  counsel- 
ing room,  asked  him  if  he  always 
brought  his  talks  with  the  men  around 
to  the  subject  of  God.  This  was  his 
answer : 

"One  day  I  went  into  the  USO  here 
and  found  a  soldier  sitting  off  by  him- 
self, dejectedly  looking  at  a  snapshot. 
I  went  over  to  him  and  he  eagerly 
showed  me  the  picture — one  of  his  wife 
and  small  son.  He  was  desperately 
homesick  for  them,  feeling  that  nothing 
mattered  except  to  be  with  them  again. 
He  talked  a  long  time,  telling  me  about 
his  life,  his  courtship,  his  marriage,  the 
birth  of  his  son.  Then  he  began  talk- 
ing, almost  with  inspiration,  about  his 
ideals — what  he  wanted  for  his  family, 
what  he  was  willing  to  fight  for.  When 
I  finally  had  to  leave,  he  looked  up  at 
me,  smiling  cheerfully,  his  dejection 
completely  gone.  Then  he  said:  'Gosh, 
sir,  you  certainly  know  how  to  talk 
to  a  man  about  the  true  spirit  of  God !' 

"I  was  a  little  taken  aback,  I  must 
admit,  for  I  hadn't  spoken  a  word ! 
I  suppose  the  answer  is  that  if  you  let 
a  man  talk  about  himself,  pretty  soon 
he  is  talking  to  you  about  God !" 

Besides  the  person-to-person  contacts 
with  ministers  provided  by  many  USO 
centers  as  part  of  their  service  to  serv- 
ice men,  regular  services  and  vesper 
meetings  are  held,  and  in  some  there  are 
Bible  classes  as  well.  Of  these  provi- 
sions, one  man  wrote  to  the  pastor  of 

his  home  church :    "I  miss  

Church  a  great  deal  but  I  attend  Sun- 
day morning  services  and  Sunday 
evening  meetings  here.  This  gives  me 
(Concluded  on  page  34) 


Services  that  are 


(Above)  SOUTH  PACIFIC — Amid  a  setting 
of  palms  and  with  a  Navy  Scout  bomber  in 
the  background,  a  Protestant  Army  chaplain 
serves  communion   to  American  service  men. 

(Left)  QUAD ALC ANAL — A  soldier  diligently 
at  work  erecting  Protestant  "jungle"  chapel. 

(Below)  NORTH  AFRICA — A  field  organ  and 
a  soldier  choir  add  to  services  conducted 
each  Sunday  by   Chaplain  Lloyd  E.  Langf  ord. 


32 


WOT  "as  lIsHa|" 


(Above)    TRINIDAD Chaplain  Donald   Per- 

ran   addressing  soldiers  assembled  near  their 
guns,    while    others    remain    "on    the    alert." 


(Below)  ALASKA^— The  familiar  chaplain's 
flag  fluttering  in  the  breeze  marks  the 
place  in  the  wide  open  spaces  of  an  Alaskan 
outpost  where  an  Army  chaplain  conducts 
a  service.  In  their  ministrations,  chap- 
lains   pass     up     no     groups,     however     small. 

Photos  by  U.S.   Navy  and  U.S.   Army  Signal  Corps 
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(Concluded   from    page    31) 

an  opportunity  to  get  better  acquainted 
with  a  few  fellows  of  spiritual  inclina- 
tion and  also  share  with  them  any 
pertinent  part  of  my  own  spiritual  ex- 
perience." Another  man  left  a  vesper 
service  to  write  his  mother :  "It  is  a 
wonderful  thing,  Mom,  to  find  some- 
thing you  had  thought  lost  forever !" 

Composing  the  USO  are  six  agen- 
cies: The  YMCA,  YWCA,  Salvation 
Army,  National  Catholic  Community 
Service,  National  Travelers'  Aid  Asso- 
ciation, Jewish  Welfare  Board.  All  of 
these  functioned,  prior  to  the  war,  en- 
tirely    independently     of     each     other. 


When  they  came  together  to  form  the 
USO,  they  had  one  common  interest — 
the  service  man.  And  to  assure  him  of 
the  best  possible  service  of  every  kind, 
each  willingly  yielded,  when  necessary 
to  the  more  complete  services  to  service 
men,  many  of  the  things  which  had 
been  an  integral  part  of  its  individual 
organization  since  its  founding. 

By  common  consent,  the  USO  is 
rapidly  becoming  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  encouraging  signs  of  spiritual 
and  physical  unifications  to  come  out 
of  the  war.  And  the  American  soldier, 
sailor  and  marine — and  their  needs — 
inspired    it.     Give    it    a    cheer,    men ! 


ON  BEING   A   CHRISTIAN   IN  THE   ARMY 


^-—^LMID  the  preparations  for  departure  from  the  United  States,  I  gather 
my  thoughts  and  find  that  I  do  have  something  to  say  about  my  Christian  life 
in  the  Army.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  I  am  in  service,  where  regimentation 
and  uncertainty  makes  it  impossible  to  carry  on  in  many  phases  of  religious 
work  and  be  an  active  member  of  a  church  group,  I  find  that  my  ideals  and 
my  personal  religion  have  not  been  shattered. 

One  thing  that  keeps  my  personal  faith  alive  is  the  challenge  that  arises 
from  my  association  with  men  from  all  walks  of  life,  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
States,  of  various  nationalities,  and  many  religious  beliefs.  Discussions  occur 
frequently.  Questions  make  one  dig  deep  into  the  resources  of  Christianity 
to  find  a  basis  and  justification  for  his  ideals  and  beliefs. 

Another  important  thing  is  that  a  natural  field  is  created  for  friendly  service. 
Men  placed  under  the  strain  of  separation  from  homes,  wives,  parents,  chil- 
dren and  sweethearts  sometimes  need  the  advice  and  judgment  of  one  who 
has  been   under  similar  strain.    Sometimes  they  need  merely  a  good  listener! 

Life  in  the  Army  is  a  good  test  of  a  person's  faith.  I  feel  that  my  experi- 
ence here  will  constitute  for  me  a  separation  of  the  mental  wheat  from  the 
chaff.  I  am  doing  my  best  to  emerge  from  military  service  a  better  man.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  our  leaders  will  do  the  same  and  that  in  the  end  we  will 
win  the  war  and  win  the  peace  after  it. 

— Sergeant  Hugh  H.  Echols,   in   The  Inter  collegian 


THE  HOME  FRONT 

Book  Sales  Boom.  According  to  the 
book-sellers'  trade  journal,  Publishers' 
Weekly,  religious  books  are  in  such  de- 
mand that  publishers  are  unable  to 
keep  up.  Denominational  book  houses 
report  increases  from  31  to  110  per 
cent  over  a  year  ago.  And  in  the  gen- 
eral publishing  field  the  story  is  the 
same.  A  survey  has  further  revealed 
that  by  far  the  greatest  sales  are  to 
laymen.  The  publishers  cautiously 
admit  this  may  be  the  sign  of  a  "great 
revival  of  religion." 

Church  Leads.  The  most  unified  and 
constructive  planning  for  peace  and 
postwar  reconstruction  being  done 
today  is  heading  up  in  the  Church. 
Which  is  as  it  should  be.  A  good 
example  is  the  statement  recently  issued 
by  the  Federal  Council's  Commission 
to  Study  the  Bases  of  a  Just  and  Dur- 
able Peace.  The  commission's  name  is 
a  little  unwieldly  and  a  bit  rambling, 
but  not  so  its  thinking.  The  statement 
calls  for  continuing  international  col- 
laboration after  the  war;  creation  of 
international  economic  agreements ;  con- 
trol of  armaments,  and  the  "right  of 
individuals  everywhere  to  religious  and 
intellectual  liberty." 

America's  leading  statesmen  are  in- 
creasingly turning  to  the  Church  for 
the  creation  of  that  kind  of  public  opin- 
ion that  will  help  us  win  the  peace. 
The  President  has  said  the  government 
"is  counting  on  the  leadership  of  our 
clergymen"  to  facilitate  a  program  of 
discussions  on  the  postwar  world.  And 
such  men  as  Vice-president  Wallace, 
Governor  Stassen  and  Francis  Sayre — 
good  churchmen   all — have   gone  again 


and  again  to  church  groups  for  assist- 
ance in  projecting  high  and  worthy 
postwar  issues. 

'Tis  an  encouraging  augury,  gentle- 
men, that  your  Church  doesn't  mean 
to  allow  your  sacrifice  to  be  in  vain ! 

Compassion  Day.  Calling  for  united 
prayer  on  behalf  of  the  victims  of 
racial  and  religious  persecution  in  Eu- 
rope, the  Federal  Council  has  asked 
Christians  everywhere  to  set  aside 
Sunday,  May  2,  as  a  "Day  of  Com- 
passion." While  the  observance  is 
meant  to  embrace  all  suffering  peoples, 
the  main  emphasis  is  upon  the  harassed 
Jews.  Said  the  Council's  recommenda- 
tion :  "Let  us  pray  that  God  in  His 
mercy  may  open  the  way  for  the  de- 
livering of  the  Jewish  people;  that  the 
hearts  of  all  Christian  people  may  be 
stirred  to  active  compassion  for  the 
suffering  of  the  Jews;  that  Christians 
in  America  may  steadfastly  oppose  all 
tendencies  to  anti-Semitism  in  our  own 
country;  and  that  the  spirit  of  racial 
good  will  and  justice  and  humanity 
may  be  restored  and  greatly  strength- 
ened among  all  men  throughout  the 
world."    We  all   subscribe  to  that! 

Exit  Bunnies.  Remember  how  hard 
it  used  to  be  to  get  an  Easter  card 
with  a  religious  symbol  and  message? 
For  a  while  it  seemed  that  to  the 
greeting-card  manufacturers  the  holy 
day  meant  nothing  save  bunnies,  eggs, 
lilies  and  wisecracks.  Not  so  this  year. 
Director  S.  Q.  Shannon  of  The  Greet- 
ing Card  Industry,  Inc.,  said  the  other 
day  that  the  demand  for  Easter  cards 
with  resurrection  and  other  religious 
symbols  has  cleaned  out  all  available 
manufacturers'    stocks,    while    retailers 
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are  shelving  the  bunnies  and  imploring 
manufacturers  for  more  cards  "with 
religion  on  'em."    It's  a  good  sign! 

Packing-Box  Church.  Built  almost 
entirely  from  boxes  used  to  ship  air- 
plane propellers,  the  Fellowship  Church 
of  Middle  River  (Md.),  expects  to 
open  its  doors  for  its  first  service  on 
Easter  Sunday.  The  little  church  was 
erected  by  a  voluntary  group  of  the 
congregation,  any  of  whom  work  at 
the  Glenn  L.  Martin  aircraft  factory. 
The  Martin  Company  donated  more 
than  2,000  feet  of  pine  floor  which 
formerly  protected  propellers. 

God's  Gallon.  You  know  about 
"God's  Acre,"  a  plan  by  which  farmers 
set  aside  an  acre  of  ground  which  they 
till  industriously,  then  give  to  the 
church  the  proceeds  as  an  offering  to 
God.  Well,  now  comes  "God's  Gal- 
lon." A  vestryman  in  St.  John's 
Church,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  hit  upon  the 
idea  of  setting  aside  the  first  of  his 
four-gallon  allotment  for  attending 
church  services,  rounding  up  Sunday 
school  scholars,  and  performing  other 
religious  good  deeds.  The  other  three 
gallons  were  rationed  for  shopping,  de- 
livering the  youngsters  to  school,  and 
so  on.  The  idea  appealed  to  others  in 
the  parish,  and  now  God's  cause  is 
getting  a  break  even  out  of  such  an- 
noyances as  rationing.  All  who  have 
tried  it  are  "amazed  at  the  mileage" 
they  get  from  their  restricted  ration. 

RELIGION  ABROAD 

"The  Rock."  Prime  Minister  Win- 
ston Churchill,  in  his  broadcast  to  the 
world  on  March  21,  said:  "Religion 
has  been  the  rock  in  the  life  and  char- 
acter of  the  British  people,  upon  which 
they  have  built  their  hopes  and  cast 
their  cares.  I  rejoice  to  learn  of  enor- 
mous progress  that  is  being  made 
among   all    religious    bodies    in    freeing 


themselves  from  sectarian  jealousies 
and  feuds,  while  preserving  fervently 
the  tenets  of  their  own  faith." 

Poling  Presents.  Signifying  the 
unity  of  Christian  hearts  here  and 
abroad  was  the  ceremonial  exchange  of 
flags  between  Philadelphia's  Baptist 
Temple  and  London's  City  Temple. 
This  event  took  place  during  the  cur- 
rent world  tour  being  made  by  Dr. 
Daniel  A.  Poling,  vice-president  of  the 
National  Council  of  the  S.M.C.L.,  in 
the  interests  of  your  League  and  as  a 
special  appointee  of  the  government  to 
visit  chaplains.  The  ceremony,  broad- 
cast by  transatlantic  radio  to  this  coun- 
try, was  held  amid  the  ruins  of  the 
City  Temple,  destroyed  during  a  Nazi 
raid  in  1941.  Dr.  Poling  presented  an 
American  flag  to  Dr.  Leslie  Weather- 
head,  pastor  of  the  church,  and  in  re- 
turn received  a  Union  Jack  for  the 
home  church. 

Enthronement.  Another  ceremony 
held  amid  the  debris  of  a  Nazi-de- 
stroyed church  in  England  was  the 
enthronement  of  the  new  Bishop  of 
Coventry,  Dr.  N.  V.  Gorton.  The  pro- 
cessional cross  of  Coventry  was  made 
from  three  large  nails  salvaged  from 
the  wreckage,  and  the  bishop's  epis- 
copal throne  consisted  of  an  oak  seat 
placed  upon  blocks  of  fallen  masonry. 
The  British  Broadcasting  Corporation 
called  it  "the  strangest  enthronement 
ceremony  a  bishop  ever  had."  The 
bishop  pledged  that  the  cathedral  shall 
rise  again. 

Hardest  Hit.  With  almost  90  per 
cent  of  its  pastors  mobilized  for  serv- 
ice in  the  armed  forces,  the  Confessional 
Church  has  been  harder  hit  by  the 
war  than  any  other  religious  group  in 
Germany.  This  statement  is  made  by 
Dr.  Arthur  Frey  of  Zurich,  noted  con- 
tinental church  leader.  Frey  praises 
the     church     for    persistently     fighting 
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Nazi  doctrines,  but  insists  that  the 
policy  of  Confessional  leaders  in  con- 
fining themselves  to  opposing  Nazi  doc- 
trines only  within  the  church,  and  not 
carrying  their  opposition  with  equal 
vigor  into  politics,  is  responsible  for 
the  "misery  and  weakness"  of  the  Ger- 
man Confessional  Church  today. 

Nazi  Seizures,  In  Holland  the  con- 
fiscation of  religious  property  has  be- 
come a  major  tactic  of  Nazi  occupation 
authorities  in  their  attacks  on  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  Colleges, 
seminaries,  convents,  retreat  houses  and 
sanitoriums  have  been  ruthlessly  taken 
over  to  do  two  things :  provide  housing 
for  German  soldiers  and  embarrass  and 
hamper  religious  activities. 

Bible  Shortage.  To  alleviate  the 
serious  shortage  of  Scriptures  on  the 
Continent,  the  Bible  Department  of  the 
Geneva  office  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  is  now  printing  Bibles  in  a 
number  of  different  languages.  It  is 
said  that  in  almost  every  European 
country  Bible  stocks  have  reached  new 
lows — in  some  instances  because  of  gov- 
ernmental regulations,  in  others  because 
of  scarcity  of  paper. 

IN  THE  SERVICE 

Bomber  Prayer.  When  a  brand-new 
bomber  from  the  U.S.  was  delivered  to 
him  in  North  Africa,  Pilot  Capt.  Wm. 
R.  Pritchard  was  surprised  to  see  this 
message  scribbled  on  its  side :  "God 
bless  the  crezv  of  this  plane.  I  will  say 
a  prayer  for  your  safe  return."  After 
that  bomber  had  successfully  completed 
19  perilous  missions  without  a  single 
member  of  the  crew  being  wounded, 
Capt.  Pritchard  was  impressed.  "We 
(the  crew)  think  there's  something  to 
that  little  prayer,"  he  said.  "After  all, 
if  it  was  just  luck,  the  law  of  averages 
would  have  ruled  us  out  long  ago. 
There   have    been    all    too   many   times 


when  something  above  and  beyond  our 
armored  protection  and  skill  has  pulled 
us  through." 

Keeping  Pace.  Distribution  of  reli- 
gious material  to  service  men  at  USO 
centers  in  the  U.S.  has  shown  a  recent 
increase  of  46  per  cent.  Thus  the  service 
organization  is  keeping  pace  with  the 
mounting  interest  in  religion  which  has 
been  noted  everywhere  by  observers. 
According  to  the  USO,  in  one  month 
alone,  a  total  of  294,455  service  men 
received  religious  literature  which  is 
given  out  only  upon  request.  The  USO 
also  reports  3,107  religious  sessions  held 
in  one  month  in  U.S.  clubhouses,  at- 
tended by  315,363  men.  Overseas,  a  like 
proportion  attended  USO   services. 

1 00  Activities.  A  helpful  little  hand- 
book called  "Wartime  Services  of  the 
Churches"  has  been  issued  by  the  Co- 
ordination Committee  for  Wartime 
Service,  an  organization  instituted  by 
the  Federal  Council  of  Churches.  Listed 
here  are  more  than  100  activities  now 
being  carried  on  by  churches  to  meet 
wartime  needs  of  their  communities. 
Included  are  suggested  plans  and  meth- 
ods on  such  activities  as  help  to  service 
men,  race  relations,  foreign  relief,  fam- 
ily   security,    planning    for    peace,    etc. 

Gideons.  Pocket-size  copies  of  the 
New  Testament  and  the  Psalms  have 
been  given  to  3,100,000  service  men  and 
Army  and  Navy  nurses  by  the  Gideon 
International  Association  to  date,  ac- 
cording to  that  body's  Bible  committee. 

Long  Trip.  Lieut.  A.  Carl  Herman 
is  on  duty  with  the  Air  Corps  in  North 
Africa.  A  few  weeks  ago,  when  due 
a  furlough,  he  asked  permission  to  go 
home  to  Washington,  D.  C. — "to  attend 
the  baptismal  service  for  my  seven- 
week-old  son."  Herman's  commanding 
officer  had  never  heard  that  one  before, 
but  so  sincere  was  the  lieutenant's  de- 
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meanor  that  the  officer  waived  his  skep- 
ticism and  transportation  was  arranged. 
It  was  a  far  journey,  but  not  too  far, 
thought  Herman,  for  so  important  an 
event.  And  not  only  did  the  young 
flyer  arrive  in  time  to  witness  the  cere- 
mony, but,  once  in  the  spirit  of  the 
thing,  he  decided  a  father  should  partici- 
pate. So  both  son  and  father  were 
baptized  and  received  into  church 
membership  at  the  same  time  by  the 
lieutenant's  father-in-law,  Dr.  Ira  S. 
Ernst,  pastor  of  Memorial  Church, 
United  Brethren  in  Christ. 

To  Keep  Sabbath.  An  interesting 
amendment  to  the  Army  regulations 
concerning  observance  of  the  Sab- 
bath was  announced  recently  by  Secre- 


tary of  War  Stimson.  The  amendment 
reads :  "In  order  that  military  per- 
sonnel may  be  free  to  attend  such  serv- 
ices as  they  may  desire,  commanders 
will  reduce  military  duty  and  labor  on 
Sunday  to  .  .  .  strict  necessity." 

Chaplains  from  Ranks.  Officers  and 
enlisted  men  of  the  U.S.  Army  who  at 
the  time  of  their  entry  into  the  service 
were  ordained  ministers  serving  con- 
gregations, and  are  otherwise  qualified, 
may  apply  for  appointment  to  the  Chap- 
lains Corps,  the  War  Department 
recently  announced. 

The  new  procedure  is  in  line  with 
the  Army's  policy  of  filling  its  officer 
requirements  from  its  own  ranks  when- 
ever possible,  even  in  specialized  fields. 


GREATER  LOVE  HATH  NO  MAN 


J. 


few  days  before  Dr.  Daniel  A. 
Poling,  vice-president  of  the  Service 
Men's  Christian  League,  left  on  his 
trip  abroad  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing Christian  cheer  and  assurances 
of  governmental  and  ecclesiastical 
good  will  to  chaplains  and  men  in 
the  war's  far  theaters,  he  received 
the  news  that  his  own  son,  Chaplain 
Clark  V.  Poling,  was  "missing  in 
action." 

It  was  several  days  before  addi- 
tional details  became  known.  By 
then  Dr.  Poling,  his  heart  fortified 


by  the  same  consolation  he  zvas 
charged  to  carry  to  others,  was  in 
England.  The  story,  as  told  in  the 
press,  is  one  that  is  being  often 
repeated  in  this  war.  It  is  the  story 
of  the  gallantry  of  the  Chaplains 
Corps,  of  men  who  are  writing  -with 
their  own  blood  an  imperishable 
saga  of  Christian  heroism.  Four 
chaplains  —  Protestant,  Catholic  and 
Jew — lived  and  labored  together  in 
Christian  unity.  Then,  when  death 
came,  they  faced  it  together — the 
same  zuay: 


"Four  Army  chaplains,  representing  three  different  faiths,  died  as  heroes 
in  the  sinking  of  an  Army  transport  in  the  North  Atlantic,  giving  up  their 
life  preservers  to  save  crew  members,  it  was  revealed  by  a  young  seaman- 
survivor  in  New  York  the  other  day. 

"They  were  Protestant  Chaplains  Clark  V.  Poling  and  George  L.  Fox, 
Jewish  Chaplain  Alexander  D.  Goode,  and  Catholic  Chaplain  John  P. 
Washington. 

"The  seaman,  Daniel  O'Keefe  of  the  merchant  marine,  told  of  the  trans- 
port being  torpedoed,  and  how  the  four  chaplains,  with  the  deck  sinking 
under  them,  gave  their  life  preservers  to  members  of  the  crew.  'We  saw 
the  chaplains  standing  on  the  deck  praying  as  our  lifeboat  drifted  out  of 
sight/  said  O'Keefe." — Quotation  from  United  Press  report. 


By      IVAN      M .      GOULD 


PARDON  us  if  we  seem  to  blow  our 
own  horn,  but  The  Link  has  in- 
creased in  circulation  from  40,000  copies 
in  March  to  65,000  in  April.  That  is 
an  increase  of  61  per  cent.  Few  publi- 
cations, religious  or  secular,  can  boast 
such  a  reception  in  the  second  month 
of  publication.  We  thank  you,  Chap- 
lains, for  the  endorsement  you  have 
given  to  The  Link. 

No  More  Rationing 

Some  chaplains  have  had  difficulty  in 
obtaining  the  quantity  of  The  Link 
they  desired.  When  they  ordered  5,000, 
they  would  receive  500.  When  they 
ordered  100,  they  received  25.  The 
reason  for  this  curtailment  was  that 
we  wanted  each  chaplain  who  ordered 
The  Link  to   receive  at  least  a  few 
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copies.  We  tried  to  make  our  supply 
go  around.  We  cannot  afford  to  print 
more  than  we  actually  need. 

I  suppose  civilian  rationing  got  in 
our  blood.  You  have  read  in  the  paper 
how  those  of  us  at  home  are  struggling 
with  points  and  coupons.  We  are  happy 
to  do  this,  but  there's  no  denying  it  has 
changed  our  mode  of  living.  Here  at 
the  League  we  were  faced  with  the 
problem  of  making  40,000  Links  meet 
an  unexpected  demand  for  60,000  copies. 
Reluctantly,  we  adopted  a  rationing 
system  of  our  own. 

Now  we  are  glad  to  report  we  are 
printing  65,000,  and  as  soon  as  the  de- 
mand increases  we  shall  print  100,000 
or  more.  Send  your  orders  for  The 
Link  as  far  in  advance  as  possible.  Be 
sure  to  state  whether  or  not  you  want 
copies  monthly,  because  we  distribute 
The  Link  on  request  only.  It  is  free 
to  chaplains  for  distribution  to  service 
men. 

And  be  sure  to  keep  us  posted  on 
your  change  of  address. 

Let   Your   Church   Know! 

At  the  present  writing,  a  number  of 
denominations  are  considering  their  re- 
lationship to  the  Service  Men's  Chris- 
tian League.  Perhaps  your  denomina- 
tion is  one  of  them.  The  officials  won- 
der if  the  League  is  worth  while  and 
if  The  Link  is  a  helpful  magazine. 
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I  know  how  busy  each  chaplain  and 
service  man  is,  but  how  about  letting 
your  denomination  know  just  how  you 
feel  about  the  League  and  The  Link? 
One  letter  will  do  the  trick.  A  copy 
of  it  for  the  office  here  would  be  appre- 
ciated. 

If  you  think  the  League  should  be 
supported  and  financed  by  your  church, 
say  so.  If  not,  say  that,  and  be  sure 
to  send  us  a  copy.  If  the  League  is  on 
the  wrong  track,  we  certainly  want  to 
know  it.  So,  Chaplains,  as  you  have 
often  said  to  your  parishioners,  write  a 
letter.  We  can  take  whatever  comments 
you  send — whether  good  or  bad! 

A  "Hand"  from  Chapel  Bulletins 

Within  the  last  few  weeks  we  have 
received  several  chapel  bulletins  giving 
the  order  of  service  for  the  Sunday 
morning  worship  and  describing  the 
Service  Men's  Christian  League.  We 
have  greatly  appreciated  receiving  these 
bulletins  and  wish  that  more  chaplains 
would  send  us  the  ones  they  issue.  It 
puts  us  into  closer  touch  with  actual 
camp  activities. 

We  would  like  to  commend  to  you 
especially  the  idea  of  including  in  the 
bulletin  a  brief  description  of  the 
League.  That  is  helpful,  I  am  sure, 
both  to  you  and  to  us.  For  instance,  in 
"Our  Weekly  Bugle  Call"  of  Camp 
Robinson,  Arkansas,  there  is  the  fol- 
lowing note : 

"Sunday  Evening  Service  6:  30  o'clock. 
This  service  will  be  given  over  entirely  to 
the  study  and  formation  of  the  Service  Men's 
Christian  League.  This  program  will  be 
preceded  by  a  good  song   service." 

Then  there  is  a  whole  column  de- 
voted to  "What  Is  the  Service  Men's 
Christian  League?"  Chaplain  Adrian  E. 
Roberts  is   responsible  for  this. 

From    Chaplain    Ivo    G.    Randels,    of 


Fort  Francis  E.  Warren,  Wyoming,  we 
received  another  chapel  bulletin.  The 
announcement  there  reads : 

"Attend  our  Service  Men's  Christian  League 
tonite  at  6:  00  p.m.  This  organization  sponsors 
The  Link,  a  magazine  published  by  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  the  Service  Men's  Christian 
League. 

"The  LINK  between  the  chaplain  and  the 
service  man. 

"The  LINK  between  the  home  church  and 
the  man  in  the  service. 

"The  LINK  between  men  themselves  in 
Christian    fellowship. 

"Christ  is  the  strong  LINK  between  God 
and  yourself,  who  will  hold  you  steadfast  and 
fearless. 

"Don't  be  a  missing  LINK,  Christ  is  count- 
ing on  you!" 

National  Council  Meets 

The  National  Council  of  the  Service 
Men's  Christian  League  met  in  March. 
It  was  the  best  meeting  of  its  kind 
we  have  ever  held.  At  the  Advisory 
Conference  immediately  preceding  the 
council,  44  executives  attended  from  19 
denominations.  They  expressed  whole- 
hearted approval  of  the  League  and 
The  Link.  In  fact,  there  was  real  en- 
thusiasm expressed,  and  the  only  serious 
question  was  "How  fast  can  we  ex- 
pand?" We  feel  sure  that  the  denomi- 
nations represented  are  in  back  of  every 
effort  of  the  League. 

Insignia 

As  you  have  read  in  previous  issues 
of  The  Link,  we  have  not  been  able 
to  supply  an  insigne  of  the  League 
because  of  our  inability  to  secure  metal. 
When  we  originally  made  the  announce- 
ment we  had  already  given  a  contract 
to  a  firm  which  told  us  they  could  use 
an  unrestricted  metal.  But  a  wire  a 
few  weeks  later  said  "No."  Now  we 
have  designed  an  insigne  in  plastic.  I 
think  you  will  like  it.  It  will  be  suit- 
able to  wear  around  the  neck  or  carry 
as  a  pocket  piece.    It  will  be  extremely 
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light  and  yet   large  enough   so   it   will 
not  be  lost. 

However,  we  will  not  be  able  to 
give  it  away.  Contrary  to  the  first 
announcement,  we  must  sell  the  insigne 
for  ten  cents  which  will  just  about 
cover  handling  and  mailing.  Orders 
should  be  placed  with  chaplains  who 
will  receive  the  insignia  in  quantity. 
They  should  be  ready  by  May  1st. 

New  Publication   Policy 

Clarence  Hall,  Editor  of  The  Link, 
gave  a  brief  report  dealing  with  the 
growth  of  The  Link  during  the  first 
three  months  of  its  existence.   He  spoke 


of  the  rapid  increase  in  circulation  and 
the  unfortunate  necessity  to  ration  our 
supply. 

The  representatives  present  realized 
that  if  the  League  is  actually  to  be  the 
instrument  of  a  united  Protestantism, 
as  announced  and  expected,  the  circula- 
tion of  The  Link  should  be  1,000,000 
copies  a  month  or  more.  One  denomi- 
national publisher  said  as  much. 

So,  from  now  on  we  expect  to  be 
able  to  supply  you  with  as  many  copies 
as  you  actually  need.  In  addition,  we 
are  selling  copies  to  churches  or  indi- 
viduals who  want  them  to  send  directly 
to  service  men.    Information  regarding 


FIRST      S.M.C.L.      UNIT   Holding     the     unique     honor     of     being     the     first     unit     of     the 

Service  Men's  Christian  League  to  be  formed  is  this  group  of  sailors  at  the  U.  S.  Naval 
Training  Station,  Newport,  R.  I.  (Due  to  the  demands  of  guard  and  K.P.  duty,  several 
others,  including  the  unit's  president,  were  unable  to  be  present  when  the  picture  was  taken.) 
Seated  in  the  second  row  are  the  unit's  enthusiastic  officers  and  promoters  (left  to  right)  : 
"Red"  Molander,  former  president,  Dedham,  Mass. ;  Frank  Constantino,  vice-president, 
Torrington,  Conn. ;  Chaplain  G.  P.  LaBarre ;  "Tex"  McCarver,  secretary,  Houston,  Tex. ; 
Jim   Crutcher,    treasurer,  Dover,   N.   J.     (We   solicit   pictures   of   other   units   in   action.) 
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rates  may  be  secured  from  the  League 
headquarters.  However,  no  change  has 
been  made  in  our  basic  policy.  The 
Link  is  distributed  free-of-charge 
through  chaplains  to  service  men. 

The  Field  Secretary 

F.  L.  Gibbs  reported  to  the  National 
Council  on  the  work  he  had  done  across 
the  country  for  the  League.  He  has 
been  the  one  person  on  the  staff  as- 
signed to  go  out  into  the  field  to  talk 
with  chaplains  and  to  see  that  the 
League    is    put    into    actual    operation. 

In  the  few  months  the  League  has 
been  under  way,  Dr.  Gibbs  has  visited 
about  35  centers,  talked  with  leading 
chaplains  from  coast  to  coast,  and  has 
visited  several  Army  and  Navy  units. 
If  you  would  like  a  representative  from 
the  League  to  visit  you,  send  the 
request  to  League  headquarters. 

"The  Link"  and  the  USO 

We  are  now  working  out  a  plan  for 
The  Link  to  be  sent  in  limited  quan- 
tity to  the  USO  units  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Salvation  Army,  the  Y.M.- 
C.A.  and  the  Y.W.C.A.  The  details 
cannot  be  announced  at  this  time,  but 
more  and  more  The  Link  is  becoming 
recognized  as  the  Protestant  magazine 
for  service  men. 

One  Last  Breath 

The  League  moves  on.  It  is  a  privi- 
lege for  us  to  be  in  a  position  to  serve 
chaplains  and  other  service  men  through 


this  organization.  In  every  part  of  the 
world  we  are  building  a  fellowship  of 
Christian  men  and  women  linked  to- 
gether by  their  supreme  allegiance  to 
Jesus  Christ.  The  churches  are  provid- 
ing the  instrument  to  give  real  meaning 
to  that  unity  in  Christ.  That  instru- 
ment is  the  Service  Men's  Christian 
League. 

It  Takes  Money! 

Mr.  Wright  reported  to  the  National 
Council  both  as  Executive  Secretary 
and  Assistant  Treasurer.  He  showed 
that  since  September  1,  1942,  until 
March  17,  1943,  we  had  spent  $11,075,47 
to  run  the  League.  (This  does  not 
count  the  entire  contribution  of  the 
International  Council  of  Religious  Edu- 
cation, the  World's  Christian  Endeavor 
Union,  The  Board  of  Education  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  or  The  American 
Baptist  Publication  Society  which  pro- 
vided the  salaries  for  three  members  of 
the  staff  and  the  office  space  for  the 
League  headquarters.) 

The  money  for  the  League  came  from 
seven  denominations,  the  two  interde- 
nominational agencies  mentioned  above, 
and  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  America.  A  budget  of 
$111,780  for  the  fiscal  year  (May  1, 
1943  to  April  30,  1944)   was  approved. 

Since  our  meeting  a  number  of  other 
denominations  have  sent  in  contribu- 
tions. We  hope  to  publish  a  full  list 
of  co-operating  denominations  in  the 
next  issue  of  The  Link. 


WAITED! 


From  Service  Men:  Short  Stories — Articles — Poems — Jokes — Cartoons 
— Drawings — Letters  to  the  Editor — and  what  have  you? 

From  Chaplains:  Articles  on  spiritual  and  moral  themes — Descriptions 
of  successful  attempts  at  forming  S.M.C.L.  units — Human  interest 
features  portraying  service  men's  problems  and  how  they  are  solved. 


FOR  STUDY  ASD  DISCUS 
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y  ^  •  Under  this  Heading  each  month  will 
appear  a  selection  of  brief  Bible  readings,  suitable  for 
either    group    or    individual    study.    Know    your    Bible! 


^ 


To  get  the  most  out  of  individual  study  of  material  suggested 
in  "Bible  Bits,"  use  your  Bible  to  look  up  all  references  given. 
When  "Bible  Bits"  are  employed  for  groups,  each  passage  should 
be  read  aloud,  after  which  the  questions  suggested  can  be  made 
the  basis  for  general  discussion.  It  is  more  important  to  find 
satisfactory  answers  to  a  few  questions  than  to  try  to  complete  all 
the  readings.     When  in  difficulty  with  answers,  consult  your  chaplain. 

"Bible  Bits"  are  developed  from  outlines  prepared 
by  the  Committee  on  Improved  Uniform  Lessons.  The 
outlines  are  copyrighted  by  the  International  Council 
of    Religious    Education,    and    are    used    by   permission. 


signed  to  furnish  groups  such 
as  S.M.C.L  units  with  discussion  materials,  a  "Topic 
Talk"  for  each  week  is  provided  on  the  following  pages. 


SUGGESTIONS  TO  THE  PROGRAM  COMMITTEE 


Plan  your  program  well  in 
advance. 

Co-operate  with  your  chap- 
lain. 

Assign  responsibility  early  for 
various  parts  on  the  pro- 
gram. 

Use  the  topic  suggested,  but 
make  adaptations  in  keep- 
ing with  the  individual 
needs  of  your  group. 


The  following  outline  may 
suggest  a  procedure  for 
meetings : 

( 1 )  Informal  social  period ; 

(2)  group  singing;  (3) 
prayer  and  Scripture;  (4) 
introduction  of  the  topic 
by  the  chaplain  or  leader; 
(5)  forum  —  on  the  ques- 
tions; (6)  group  singing; 
(7)    benediction. 


CREDIT  FOR  TOPIC  TALKS 
The  material  contained  in  the  sections  entitled  "Resource 
Material"  is  from  a  series  on  Christian  Faith  prepared  by 
Dr.    Harris    Franklin    Rail    for    Highroad    magazine.      It 
is   used  here  by   permission   of   Dr.   Rail  and  Highroad. 
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FOR 


WEEK 


ENDING  MAY  2,  1943 

Subject  to  be  considered  this  week: 

CHRIST'S  CHARGE  TO  PETER 


Passage  for  General  Study  :  John,  Chap- 
ter 21 


KEY  VERSE:    "Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this9  that  a  man  lay  down  his 

life  for  his  friends."   John  15:  13 


•  Monday,  April  26.  John  21 :  15-24. 
Not  many  days  before  the  incident  re- 
corded in  these  verses,  Peter  had  shown 
a  "yellow  streak."  But  Jesus  never 
judged  a  man  by  a  single  incident.  He 
knew  that  Peter  was  at  heart  a 
loyal  follower.  What  encouragement 
or  warning  may  one  get  from  the 
thought  that  God  is  a  perfect  judge  of 
character  ? 

•  Tuesday,  April  27.  Psalm  80:  1-3. 
From  the  beginning  of  time,  people 
have  been  getting  themselves  into  pre- 
dicaments from  which  they  have  had 
to  call  upon  God  for  deliverance,  or  for 
mercy,  pardon  and  new  strength.  Did 
the  Psalmist  expect  this  prayer  to  be 
answered  without  changes  in  himself? 

•  Wednesday,  April  28.  Mark  10:  13- 
16.  We  don't  get  very  far  with  God  as 
long  as  we  take  the  attitude  that  we 
could  manage  things  better  than  He 
does.  What  other  and  better  attitude 
should  we  take  in  this  connection? 
What  light  does  this  statement  throw 
on  verse  15? 

•  Thursday,  April  29.  Luke  9:  12-17. 
How  unreasonable  it  must  have  sounded 
to  the  Twelve  when  it  was  suggested 


that  they  should  feed  the  five  thousand. 
But  they  were  due  for  a  great  surprise 
and  a  great  revelation.  What  differ- 
ence does  Divine  help  make  in  the 
tasks  that  confront  us?  How  may  we 
expect  to  have  our  own  finite  powers 
augmented  by  infinite  power? 

•  Friday,  April  30.  Matthew  18:  1-6. 
The  word  "offend"  in  verse  6  may  bet- 
ter be  understood  if  we  read  it  "cause 
to  stumble."  Why  is  service  to  chil- 
dren particularly  commended  and 
"causing  them  to  stumble"  particularly 
condemned?  What  particular  signifi- 
cance does  this  passage  have  for  men 
fighting  to  liberate  mankind? 

.•  Saturday,  May  1.  Acts  20:28-35. 
These  verses  were  a  part  of  Paul's 
last  sermon  to  the  leaders  of  the 
Church  at  Ephesus.  What  good  advice 
does  it  contain  for  Christians  today? 

•  Sunday,  May  2.  Psalm  81 :  10-16. 
"Oh,  that  my  people  had  hearkened 
unto  me,  and  Israel  had  walked  in  my 
ways !"  Does  God  grieve  when  hu- 
man beings  do  wrong?  What  evidence 
is  there  here  of  His  continuing  interest 
and  anxiety  for  those  who  today  re- 
fuse to  walk  in  His  ways? 
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FOR  WEEK  ENDING  MAY  2,  1943 

Subject  for  group  discussion: 

A  FAITH  BY  WHICH  TO  LIVE 

•   Questions  for  the  Forum  discussion 

What  are  some  of  the  (values  in  life  which  you  treasure  ?  For  example, 
what  values  are  you  lighting  for?  What  values  do  you  find  now  that  were 
not  present  in  civilian  life? 

How  does  faith  in  these  values  affect  your  daily  decisions?  How  does 
it  affect  your  long-range  decisions? 

Discuss  some  concrete  examples  of  the  five  ways  (listed  in  "Resource 
Material")  by  which  men  can  find  a  faith  that  will  help  them  in  trouble 
by  revealing  life's  deepest  meanings? 

What  are  some  of  the  great  things  men  have  learned  from  Jesus? 
What  do  they  mean  for  us  now?  (Read  Matthew  5 : 1-10.  Is  this  discussion 
an  example  of  one  way  of  finding  such  a  faith?   Why,  or  why  not?) 

How  can  truth  be  tested?  Have  you  tested  the  truth  that  "The  person 
who  thinks  first  of  other  people  is  happier  than  the  one  who  thinks  first 
of  himself? 

When,  if  etver,  have  you  felt  the  presence  of  God's  spirit — that  is,  His 
search  for  man?  (Read  the  following  descriptions  of  people  in  the  Bible 
who  were  aware  of  God's  holy  presence:.  Exodus  3:1-5;  Psalm  46:1-7; 
Mark  10:32a.) 


•   Resource  Material 

What  Is  a  Man's  Faith? 

We  all  live  in  two  worlds.  There  is 
the  world  of  things  about  which  science 
and  daily  experience  tell  us.  That  world 
is  important  to  us :  the  higher  life 
of  man  needs  this  material  foundation 
just  as  the  home  needs  the  building  in 
which  it  is  housed.  But  there  is  an- 
other world,  and  that  is  where  man's 
real  life  as  man  is  found.  It  needs  the 
physical  for  its  development  and  ex- 
pression, but  it  is  more  than  physical, 


just  as  the  home  is  more  than  the 
house,  and  just  as  I  am  more  than 
my  body. 

This  higher  world  is  not  something 
vague  and  distant.  It  is  first  of  all  the 
world  of  persons  or  selves,  the  world 
of  friendship,  loyalty,  love,  home,  and 
all  the  other  rich  forms  of  fellowship. 
It  is  a  world  of  values,  of  goods  that 
you  cannot  see  with  your  eyes  or 
weigh  on  scales,  but  which  yet  make  up 
the  meaning  of   life  and  are  what  we 
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care  for  most:  love,  honor,  justice, 
beauty,   goodness. 

It  is  a  world  of  truth,  not  just  of 
facts,  but  of  ideas,  of  meanings;  the 
world  in  which  poets,  philosophers, 
men  of  letters,  indeed  every  man  is 
interested  from  the  time  when,  as  a 
boy,  he  pestered  his  parents  by  always 
asking  "Why?    Why?    Why?" 

Most  of  all,  this  unseen  world  means 
God.  Not  only  is  He  the  supreme 
Spirit,  the  highest  Good,  but  He  is  the 
source  of  all  this  unseen  world  which 
takes  its  life  from  Him  and  has  in  Him 
its  being. 

A  man's  faith  is  what  he  thinks  of 
this  world  and  what  it  means  to  him. 
It  is  not  just  his  theory  of  things, 
but  it  involves  his  whole  plan  of  living. 

Faith  is  like  the  plan  of  a  great  cam- 
paign. In  a  great  war,  endless  prepara- 
tion, little  skirmishes,  major  battles 
— all  are  decided  in  the  light  of  the 
great  plan.  And  the  plan  itself  rests 
back  on  something  deeper :  on  the  faith 
and  goal  of  the  nation  or  its  leaders. 
A  man's  faith,  then,  is  the  belief  which 
determines  his  plan  of  life,  which  gives 
meaning  to  it  all  and  makes  all  else, 
little  and  great,  fall  into  place. 

Faith  as  Attitude  and  Act 

Faith  is  often  misunderstood,  espe- 
cially in  connection  with  religion,  where 
it  has  a  central  place  and  finds  its 
highest  expression.  For  some,  faith 
means  believing  what  you  are  told, 
told  by  Bible  or  creed  or  church.  Some 
think  that  faith  comes  in  where  you 
cannot  know  and  yet  would  like  to 
think  it  was  so — in  other  words,  wish- 
ful thinking,  or,  as  the  small  boy  put 
it,  "believing  what  you  know  ain't  so." 

Faith  in  the  Christian  sense  is  some- 
thing   very    different:      (1)     It    meanc 


inner  conviction.  That  need  not  come 
from  seeing  things  with  our  eyes,  or 
"proving"  something  by  logic ;  the 
faith  that  I  have  in  my  friend  is  more 
than  sight  or  argument.  There  is  a 
real  persuasion  built  upon  insight  and 
experience,  and  the  conviction  is  often 
so  deep  that  we  hold  to  faith  when 
our  eyes  seem  to  contradict. 

(2)  Faith  is  trust.  Its  object  is  not 
a  fact  or  a  creed,  but  a  Person.  In 
science  we  look  for  facts  and  their 
relations.  In  philosophy  we  search  for 
a  system  that  will  interpret  and  ex- 
plain. In  religion  we  find  a  Person  in 
whom  to  trust.  And  that  trust  is  faith. 
Christian  faith  is  trust  in  the  God 
whom  we  know  through  Jesus  Christ. 

(3)  Faith  is  devotion,  or  loyalty.  It 
is  no  mere  feeling  or  idea;  it  is  a 
decision,  an  act  springing  out  of  our 
conviction,  a  surrender  that  comes  from 
our  trust.  To  sum  up :  faith  is  the 
decision  which  a  man  makes  when  he 
comes  face  to  face  with  God  and  gives 
to  God  his  trust  and  obedience. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  even  on  the  level 
of  our  daily  life  we  cannot  live  with- 
out faith.  Think  of  business :  every 
check,  every  piece  of  paper  money  rep- 
resents faith.  Modern  business  without 
the  credit  system  is  inconceivable,  and 
the  credit  system  means  faith.  Every 
home,  every  community,  all  govern- 
ment that  is  more  than  tyranny  and 
force,  rest  upon  mutual  trust.  And 
civilization  is  facing  destruction  today 
because  trust  between  nations  and 
classes,  trust  in  treaties  and  pledges, 
in  justice  and  good  will,  has  broken 
down,  giving  place  to  the  dependence 
on  falsehood  and  force. 

How  Can  We  Find  a  Faith? 

How  can  we  find  such  a  faith  which 
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is  really  our  own,  a  faith  for  ourselves  ? 
First  of  all,  let  us  not  think  that  we 
can  have  it  without  paying  for  it. 
You  can  take  a  set  of  religious  ideas 
from  a  book,  or  you  can  take  over  a 
creed  like  the  Apostles'  Creed.  But 
what  we  want  is  a  living  faith  which 
is  really  our  own,  a  faith  on  which  we 
are  ready  to  build  our  life.  That  will 
cost  us  something,  both  to  get  and  to 
keep. 

It  is  just  as  it  is  with  other  simple 
but  great  gifts  of  life;  health  for  the 
body,  truth  for  the  mind,  friendship 
for  the  spirit.  You  do  not  have  to 
pay  any  money  for  these — money,  in- 
deed, cannot  buy  them.  But  you  can- 
not have  health  without  knowing  life's 
laws  and  keeping  them,  without  self- 
control  and  right  habits  and  exercise. 
You  cannot  have  truth  without  spend- 
ing time  and  thought  and  toil.  You  can- 
not have  friendship  without  giving  your 
very  self. 

A  few  rules,  or  principles,  may  indi- 
cate more  specifically  the  way  to  take. 

Five  Ways  of  Finding 

(1)  Begin  with  the  highest  which 
others  have  found  before  you.  For  long 
centuries  men  have  been  searching  to 
know  God  and  to  find  a  faith  by  which 
to  live.  They  have  not  only  thought 
deeply;  they  have  lived  greatly.  They 
have  given  us  what  they  have  found. 
Of  these  the  greatest  is  Jesus.  Nowhere 
is  there  so  high  and  pure  a  vision  of 
God  as  He  brought  to  men,  nowhere  so 
true  and  fine  a  way  of  life  as  He  set 
forth.  And  He  gave  this  not  just  in 
word  but  in  what  He  himself  was  and 
did.  We  have  been  born  in  this  great 
Christian  tradition.  Our  first  step,  then, 
is  to  ask  what  the  Christian  faith  has 
to  say  to  us. 


(2)  The  second  rule  is  that  of  earn- 
est and  honest  thought.  We  must  not 
accept  things  blindly,  just  because  we 
have  been  taught  them.  We  must  ask : 
What  does  this  mean?  Do  I  understand 
this?  Is  it  true?  Does  it  fit  in  with 
other  truth?  We  must  take  time  for 
real  reflection  and  study. 

(3)  Life  itself  is  the  way  to  truth, 
especially  to  those  higher  truths  which 
enter  in  to  make  a  living  faith.  That 
applies  both  to  gaining  truth  and  to 
testing*  truth.  I  can  know  about  God 
by  listening  to  others ;  but  to  know  God 
is  another  matter.  That  is  a  living 
knowledge,  and  it  can  come  only  by 
living.  To  meditate,  to  pray,  to  put 
into  action  the  truth  that  we  know, 
to  practice  fellowship  with  God,  to 
show  the  courage  of  our  convictions 
and  maintain  loyalty  to  our  ideals — 
these  are  ways  of  life  by  which  we 
can  know  truth  in  this  most  important 
field.  And  in  the  same  way,  the  way 
of  life,  we  are  to  test  the  truth  that  we 
hold.    Try  it  out  and  see  if  it  works. 

(4)  Join  yourself  to  others.  You  can- 
not live  this  Christian  life  by  your- 
self alone;  you  can  neither  gain  the 
truth  nor  test  the  truth  adequately  in 
solitude.  Religion  is  social  as  well  as 
individual.  The  Church  is  the  religious 
fellowship.  It  can  help  you  with  its 
services  of  worship  and  through  the 
smaller  groups  within  it,  joined  for 
work  or  prayer  or  discussion  like  this. 

(5)  Finally,  we  must  keep  in  mind 
that  there  is  a  double  search  here: 
God's  search  for  men,  as  well  as  man's 
search  for  God.  God  is  always  trying 
to  make  Himself  known  to  men  and 
trying  to  enter  their  lives.  We  must 
ask  to  be  led  by  this  God  of  the  Spirit 
who  is  near  us  and  ready  to  lead  us 
into  the  truth. 
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WEEK  ENDING  MAY  9,  1943 

Subject  to  be  considered  this  week: 
TWO  DARING  PREACHERS 


Passages  for  General  Study:  Acts  2:37- 
41;  3: 1-8;  4:  13,  18-21 

KEY  VERSE:  "Now  when  they  beheld  the  boldness  of  Peter  and  John,  and 
had  perceived  that  they  were  unlearned  and  ignorant  men,  they  marvelled; 
and  they  took  knowledge  of  them,  that  they  had  been  with  Jesus."  Acts  4:  13 


•  Monday,  May  3.  Acts  2:37-41. 
These  verses  tell  the  outcome  of  Peter's 
first  great  sermon.  The  faith  that  Jesus 
had  placed  in  him,  even  after  his  fail- 
ure, had  proved  to  be  warranted.  What 
did  Peter  answer  to  those  who  asked 
what  they  should  do  about  their  past 
sins? 

•  Tuesday,  May  4.  Acts  3:  1-10.  Peter 
claimed  no  special  power  in  his  own 
right.  He  acted  only  in  behalf  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Is  it  unreasonable  to  believe 
that  God's  Spirit  works  along  with 
ordinary  medical  science  to  hasten  cures 
today  ? 

•  Wednesday,  May  5.  Acts  4: 13-21. 
This  is  the  conclusion  of  the  story  that 
was  read  on  Tuesday.  After  healing  the 
lame  man,  the  two  disciples  had  been 
questioned  and  thrown  into  jail,  for  the 
leading  people  of  Jerusalem  did  not  like 
to  be  reminded  of  the  continuing  in- 
fluence of  One  whom  they  had  executed 
as  a  criminal.  Which  of  these  verses 
is  a  bold  declaration  of  the  freedom  of 
religion? 

•  Thursday,  May  6.  Acts  5: 12-16. 
The  fame  of  Peter  had  now  reached  its 
high  point.    Crowds  were  coming  faster 


than  they  could  be  taught.  Read  two 
more  verses  to  learn  what  was  the  out- 
come of  this  great  popularity.  Could 
it  have  been  a  blessing  in  disguise  that 
the  Church  of  this  time  was  tested  by 
persecution  ? 

•  Friday,  May  7.  Acts  8: 14-17.  It 
could  not  have  been  easy  for  those 
first  Christians  to  welcome  into  their 
fellowship  some  of  the  despised  people 
of  Samaria.  Peter  and  John  were  sent 
to  meet  with  them,  perhaps  to  investi- 
gate them.  As  a  result  of  the  visit,  it 
had  to  be  admitted  that  the  Christians 
of  Samaria  were  not  inferior  to  the 
Christians  of  Jerusalem.  What  would 
be  gained  or  lost  today  if  Christianity 
could  hurdle  all  national  and  racial 
barriers  ? 

•  Saturday,  May  8.  Acts  9:  32-41.  In 
these  verses  Peter  is  seen  again  con- 
tinuing the  kind  of  work  that  his  Mas- 
ter had  done  before  him. 

•  Sunday,  May  9.  Acts  10:  44-48.  This 
is  the  happy  ending  of  Peter's  visit  in 
the  home  of  a  Gentile,  Cornelius.  Why 
should  we  be  thankful  that  the  gospel 
was  never  limited  to  any  one  nation 
or  people  of  any  one  color? 
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FOR  WEEK  ENDING  MAY  9,  1943 

Subject  for  group  discussion: 
OUR  FAITH  IN  GOD 

•   Questions  for  the  Forum  discussion 

In  what  ways  have  you  felt  the  "pull"  of  God?  Which  of  the  ways 
described  in  the  Resource  Material  appeals  to  you  most? 

Do  you  believe  that  there  are  some  things  which  just  ought  to  be 
because  they  are  right  and  not  because  anybody  said  so?  If  so,  you  have 
felt  the  pull  of  God's  moral  law.  (Read  the  following  words  from  two 
prophets  both  of  whom  were  sure  that  laws  of  right  and  wrong  were 
grounded  in  the  unifuerse,  regardless  of  whether  men  believed,  obeyed,  or 
were  even  aware  of  them:  Amos  5:21-24;   Isaiah  32:16-17.) 

What  difference  does  it  make  in  one's  life  to  believe  God  is  impersonal 
force,  and  not  a  personal  Heavenly  Father? 

What  difference  does  one's  belief  about  God  make  in  such  experiences 
as  loneliness,  fear  of  death,  help  from  a  stranger,  joy  in  one's  family? 
(Read  Deuteronomy  33 :  27a — a  beautiful  and  meaningful  line  from  Moses' 
farewell  speech  to  his  people;  John  14:1-11,  25-27 — the  assurance  of  the 
Christian  faith  expressed  by  Jesus  in  His  last  conversation  with  His  dis- 
ciples.) 


•   Resource  Material 

Why  Men  Believe  in  God 

Men  believe  in  God  because  they 
cannot  help  it.  That  explains  why,  in 
all  lands  and  all  ages,  belief  in  some 
kind  of  a  god  has  been  almost  univer- 
sal. More  especially,  if  we  ask  why 
men  believe  in  God  today,  we  might 
point  out  that  there  is  both  a  "push" 
and  a  "pull"  that  is  here  at  work. 

There  is  in  human  life  a  "push"  that 
impels  men  to  have  faith  in  God.  It  is 
the  drive  of  our  needs,  our  desires — 
not  so  much  the  "struggle  for  exist- 
ence" as  the  struggle  for  a  higher  and 
fuller  life.  There  is  man's  sense  of  weak- 


ness and  helplessness,  the  realization 
of  his  dependence  at  every  moment  on 
something  higher  than  himself  and  the 
question  whether  this  higher  Power 
may  be  good. 

A  "Pull"  and  a  "Push"  in  Religion 

But  there  is  a  "pull"  as  well  as  a 
"push"  in  religion.  (1)  There  is  man's 
strange  but  very  real  hunger  for  God. 
Bread  and  love  and  God  are  the  three 
hungers  that  drive  men  on.  The  indi- 
vidual perishes  without  bread.  And  the 
soul  of  man  would  perish  if  God  were 
lost. 
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(2)  Men  have  looked  on  the  world 
of  nature,  have  seen  an  order  which 
is  present,  in  infinitesimal  atoms  as  in 
distant  stars,  a  unity  which  makes  the 
world  one  living  whole,  and  a  beauty 
that  sometimes  became  awe-inspiring 
sublimity.  They  have  asked  whether 
all  this  could  have  come  from  dead 
matter  and  blind  force,  and  have  been 
drawn  to  the  belief  in  a  Spirit  work- 
ing in  this  all,  a  creator  of  reason  and 
purpose  and  power. 

(3)  God  speaks  through  the  world 
of  moral  experience.  Words  like  truth, 
justice,  love,  righteousness  are  not  sim- 
ply words  and  not  mere  unsubstantial 
ideals.  They  speak  to  us  with  author- 
ity; they  come  to  us  as  something 
real,  as  something  that  has  the  right 
to  command.  A  mere  idea  cannot  speak 
like  that;  that  is  the  voice  of  God 
and  through  this  experience  we  not 
only  hear  God,  but  come  to  know  what 
God  is  like. 

(4)  All  of  us  have  felt,  I  think,  the 
"pull"  of  God  that  comes  to  us  through 
people  who  themselves  know  God  and 
who  show  His  spirit  in  their  lives.  They 
may  be  in  our  home.  They  may  be 
friends  or  those  whom  we  know  only 
by  report  or  through  what  they  have 
written.  That  is  what  the  Bible  brings 
us :  men  who  knew  God  and  lived  with 
Him. 

A  God  of  Power 

(1)  For  the  Christian  faith,  God  is 
the  God  of  power.  It  is  important 
though  that  we  understand  this  power 
in  the  Christian  sense.  This  does  not 
mean  simply  a  great  Being  in  the  sky 
who  can  do  anything  at  His  whim  and 
by  a  word.  It  does  mean  that  all 
things  are  of  God.  He  is  the  Power 
that    sustains   all     He   is   Life,    and   in 


Him  all  things  live.  He  is  the  order 
of  nature  within  which  all  things  move. 
We  often  call  this  the  natural  order, 
or  even  think  of  the  "laws  of  nature" 
as  a  kind  of  force  that  stands  over 
things  and  controls  them.  But  nature 
has  its  being  in  God,  and  its  laws  are 
His  thoughts  as  they  take  form  in  the 
world  of  things.  His  mind  is  the 
world's  order  without  which  we  should 
have  chaos. 

A  God  of  Goodness  and  Wisdom 

(2)  It  is  not  hard  to  see  that  there 
is  a  power  that  sustains  all  and  moves 
in  all  and  holds  all  together.  But  is 
this  Power  good?  Does  this  Power 
know  us,  and  what  is  its  purpose  for 
us,  and  can  we  trust  it  and  not  fear? 
At  the  heart  of  Christianity  is  the 
faith  that  God  is  revealed  to  us  in 
Jesus  Christ,  that  in  Him  God  is  speak- 
ing to  us,  that  in  His  life  we  see  God 
acting,  that  in  His  spirit  we  see  what 
God  is  like.  "God  was  in  Christ,"  is 
the  way  Paul  puts  it. 

This  character  of  God,  as  seen  in 
Jesus,  we  speak  of  as  love.  The  word 
needs  defining.  It  is  too  easy  to  think 
of  the  God  of  love  in  a  rather  weak 
and  sentimental  fashion.  Men  think 
that  because  God  is  love,  there  should 
never  be  any  hardship  or  suffering, 
that  men  should  be  able  to  get  from 
God  whatever  they  ask,  and  that  such 
a  God  could  not  possibly  punish  men 
for  wrong-doing.  But  love  is  not  weak 
indulgence.  It  is  good  will ;  it  wills 
the  highest  good  of  others.  It  is  a 
high  love,  a  holy  love.  It  costs  Him 
who  gives  it,  but  it  costs  those  who 
receive  it  as  well.  It  demands  of  them 
the  highest  that  is  possible.  It  does 
not  make  things  smooth  and  easy; 
rather  it  calls  for  devotion,  effort,  toil, 
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unselfishness,  sometimes  even  pain  and 
death,  in  order  that  we  may  be  loyal 
to  the  high  God,  and  in  order  that 
others  may  have  the  highest  life. 

This  good  will,  or  love,  is  creative. 
The  life  of  Jesus,  His  unselfish  devo- 
tion to  God  and  men,  and  His  death  on 
the  Cross  are  the  great  expression  of 
what  love  is.  And  they  tell  us  what 
the  God  of  love  is.  He  is  the  God  who 
hates  evil  because  it  destroys  men.  In 
His  world  of  moral  order,  evil  is  not 
lightly  taken;  it  brings  its  conse- 
quences of  punishment  as  sure  as  night 
follows  day,  though  the  punishment  is 
something  brought  by  men's  deeds 
rather  than  imposed  by  God's  act.  But 
this  God  of  love  does  not  simply  look 
upon  human  life  from  outside,  to  re- 
ward or  punish;  He  goes  out  to  seek 
men,  He  tries  to  win  them,  He  him- 
self serves  and  suffers  in  seeking  to 
save  men. 

A  Personal  God 

(3)  We  think  of  God  as  a  personal 
being;  we  call  Him  "Thou"  and  pray 
to  him  as  Father.  This  means  that  we 
think  of  God  as  a  person.  How  much 
more  He  is,  we  finite  beings  cannot 
know;  but  we  cannot  think  of  Him  as 
less  than  personal.  To  be  a  person  is 
to  be  able  to  think,  to  plan,  to  act, 
and  to  enter  into  fellowship  with  others. 
At  all  these  points  we  are  imperfect; 
we  are  simply  persons  in  the  making. 
God  is  perfect. 

What  does  it  mean  to  us  to  believe 
that  God  is  personal  on  the  highest 
level?  First  of  all,  and  most  of  all, 
it  means  a  God  who  knows  us,  to  whom 
we  can  pray,  with  whom  we  can  have 
fellowship.  It  means  goodness  of  char- 
acter, for  that  belongs  to  persons  alone. 
It  means  a  God  who  can  plan,  a  world 


that  spells  purpose  and  not  blind  drift. 
And  it  means  a  world  that  cares  for 
persons,  a  God  for  whom  the  least  and 
humblest  of  human  creatures  are  sacred 
whatever  their  color  or  class. 

The  Far  God  Who  Is  Near 

(4)  Two  other  words,  seemingly  in 
contradiction  of  each  other,  help  to 
state  the  meaning  of  God  for  religious 
faith :  He  is  the  God  that  is  far,  and 
He  is  the  God  that  is  near.  Scholars 
call  this  transcendence  and  immanence. 
These  words,  of  course,  do  not  refer 
to  distance  in  space.  To  speak  of  God 
is  to  speak  of  one  who  is  more  than 
this  world  which  He  has  created,  and 
infinitely  higher  than  man,  His  crea- 
ture. All  things  depend  on  Him,  but 
He  is  dependent  for  His  being  on 
nothing  outside  himself.  He  is  infin- 
itely above  us  in  power  and  wisdom 
and  goodness.  To  find  God  is  to  find 
one  upon  whom  we  are  dependent  as 
creatures,  before  whom  we  bow  in 
humility,  to  whom  we  look  up  in  rever- 
ence and  awe.  This  we  mean  when  we 
pray:  "Our  Father,  who  art  in  heaven, 
hallowed  be  Thy  name."  This  is  "the 
God  that  is  far." 

But  if  there  can  be  no  religion  with- 
out a  God  who  is  above  us,  neither  can 
we  have  religion  without  a  God  who 
draws  near.  The  nearness  of  God 
means,  first  of  all,  that  all  things  have 
their  being  in  God.  He  is  present  in 
all  things;  He  is  the  power  that  sus- 
tains them,  the  order  in  which  they 
live.  With  man  this  means  even  more. 
There  is  the  nearness  of  His  love 
which  cares  for  us,  the  nearness  of 
one  to  whom  we  can  speak  in  prayer, 
and  that  nearness  or  indwelling  which 
we  mean  when  we  speak  of  God  giving 
to  us  His  Spirit. 
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FOR  WEEK 


ENDING  MAY  16,  1943 

Subject  to  be  considered  this  week: 

COMRADES  IN  SERVICE 

Passage  for  General  Study:  Acts  8:4-25 


KEY  VERSE:   "Lift  up  your  eyes,  and  look  unto  the  fields,  that  they  are 

white  already  unto  harvest."   John  4:  35 


•  Monday,  May  10.  Acts  8:  4-13.  It 
was  no  small  accomplishment  for  Philip 
to  bring  about  the  conversion  of  Simon, 
who  had  been  claiming  supernational 
powers.  But  perhaps  it  was  not  as  un- 
usual as  it  seems  on  the  surface.  Does 
not  everyone  who  accepts  Christ  need 
to  give  up  some  of  his  own  pride  and 
self-seeking  ways? 

•  Tuesday,  May  11.  Acts  8: 11-25. 
After  Philip  had  met  with  some  suc- 
cess in  Samaria,  the  more  experienced 
Peter  and  John  were  sent  to  help  with 
the  work  there.  These  verses  tell  of 
their  work  and  continue  a  story  that 
was  read  in  part  on  May  7.  Notice 
that  Simon's  conversion  had  not  been 
complete  at  first.  Is  it  to  be  expected 
that  one  should  become  a  perfect  Chris- 
tian all  at  once? 

•  Wednesday,  May  12.  John  10:  7-18. 
Give  attention  to  verse  16.  Jesus  never 
intended  that  His  gospel  should  be 
limited  to  any  one  group  of  people. 
Did  he  believe  that  people  could  become 
His  followers  without  becoming  friends 
of  one  another?  During  your  experi- 
ence in  the  service,  have  you  had  any 
experiences  that  would  help  you  to 
understand  this  verse? 


•  Thursday,  May  13.  Acts  8:  26-38. 
This  is  the  story  of  a  hitch-hiker  who 
made  his  conversation  so  worth  while 
that  it  completely  changed  the  life  of 
his  host.  More  people  are  interested  in 
serious  discussion  than  we  sometimes 
realize.  Is  there  any  reason  why 
friendly  and  sincere  religious  discussion 
should  not  be  entered  into  as  naturally 
and  as  casually  as  conversation  on  any 
other  topic? 

•  Friday,  May  14.  Romans  10: 11-18. 
Many  Christian  young  men  must  give 
some  serious  thought  to  these  verses 
as  their  call  to  a  new  enlistment  after 
the  war  is  over.  Are  you  one  of  this 
group?  If  so,  how  do  you  intend  to 
answer  the  call? 

•  Saturday,  May  15.  Luke  10:  30-37. 
This  story  was  told  by  Jesus  in  answer 
to  a  question.  What  was  the  question? 
And  does  Christ's  answer  have  signifi- 
cance for  us  today?    If  so,  what? 

•  Sunday,  May  16.  Psalm  67.-1-7. 
Pray  with  the  Psalm- wr iter :  "God  be 
merciful  unto  us,  and  bless  us;  and 
cause  His  face  to  shine  upon  us;  that 
Thy  way  may  be  known  upon  earth, 
Thy  saving  health  among  all  nations." 
Ps.  67: 1-2. 
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FOR  WEEK  ENDING  MAY  16,         1943 

Subject  for  group  discussion: 

HOW  GOD   WORKS  WITH  MEN 

•   Questions  for  the  Forum  discussion 

What  is  the  difference  between  a  man  and  other  forms  of  creation  like 
stars  and  animals?  In  what  ways  are  all  three  alike?  (Read  Genesis  2 :  4-7 
— a  remarkable  religious  insight  developed  in  the  mists  of  antiquity  and 
as  true  today  as  ever.) 

What  is  the  reason  for  innocent  suffering  and  evil  in  the  world?  Does 
this  help  you  to  know  how  to  deal  with  pain  and  sorrow? 

What  happens  when  men  make  wrong  choices?  Can  God  force  men  to 
make  right  ones?  Does  He  reward  men  for  right  choices  and  punish  them 
for  wrong  ones? 

How  then  can  man  be  saved?  (Read  Luke  15:11-32 — a  story  told  by 
Jesus  which  illustrates  God's  way  with  men.) 

What  is  your  understanding  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  how  are  you 
related  to  it?   Does  this  help  you  when  you  have  hard  decisions  to  make? 


•  Resource  Material 

What  God  Does 

In  a  faith  designed  for  living,  we  are 
concerned  not  simply  with  the  fact 
that  God  is,  or  even  with  what  God  is, 
but  also  with  what  God  does. 

But  it  is  not  easy  always  to  see  where 
God  is  at  work  in  the  world.  Martin 
Niemoeller,  the  German  pastor  held  in 
a  prison  camp  because  of  his  protests 
against  the  treatment  of  the  Church, 
was  refused  the  right  to  conduct  fun- 
eral services  over  those  who  died  in 
camp.  "If  you  have  so  much  pull  with 
your  God,"  his  jailers  taunted  him, 
"why  doesn't  He  get  you  out  of  pris- 
on?" 

Many   good   people,   too,   have   won- 


dered whether  God  was  really  at  work. 
Much  of  the  trouble  is  due  to  a  failure 
to  understand  how  God  works.  So  we 
will  turn  to  that  question  now. 

God  and  the  Way  of  Order 

God  uses  the  way  of  order.  There  is 
an  order  in  this  world  which  includes 
the  farthest  star  and  the  least  even 
of  our  daily  life.  We  do  not  make  it, 
we  cannot  change  it.  This  order  stands 
whether  we  see  it  and  accept  it  or  not. 
It  not  only  runs  through  all  of  nature, 
but  belongs  to  the  world  of  persons, 
the  world  of  reason,  of  moral  action, 
of  our  inner  life.  It  determines  how 
character    is    formed — you    cannot    be 
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good  by  mere  pious  wishing.  It  de- 
cides the  success  of  action — you  can- 
not raise  a  crop  or  fly  a  plane  except 
as  you  know  this  order  and  follow  it. 

But  this  is  God's  way;  this  order 
that  holds  stars  and  men  and  atoms 
is  God's  reason  and  wisdom  and  power 
expressed  in  the  nature  of  things  and 
the  "laws"  of  the  universe.  At  first 
it  seems  so  impersonal,  even  terrible, 
as  if  it  were  the  working  of  a  blind 
force  that  neither  saw  nor  cared.  But 
more  and  more  we  come  to  see  that 
there  is  wisdom  here  and  goodness. 
It  means  a  dependable  universe,  one 
that  has  character  back  of  it.  It  is  a 
world  of  reason,  one  that  we  can  grasp 
and  set  forth  in  our  science.  Such  a 
world  we  can  control,  and  that  means 
agriculture,  invention,  manufacture, 
medicine,  hygiene.  Yes,  and  it  means 
morality,  religion  and  social  order,  for 
these,  too,  rest  upon  God's  order  and 
our  obedience  to  it. 

Even  the  evils  that  come,  with  the 
suffering  of  the  innocent,  must  be 
understood  from  this  standpoint.  They 
are  not  unmeaning,  and  they  are  not 
God's  punishment ;  they  are  a  part 
of  the  training  that  God  is  giving 
humanity  in  which  this  order,  at  once 
good  and  inexorable,  is  one  of  our 
great  and  needed  teachers. 

The  Way  of  God  with  Persons 

The  Genesis  story  of  creation  is  not 
a  scientific  account,  but  it  is  a  picture 
full  of  high  meaning.  It  tells  how 
God,  when  He  had  made  sun  and  stars 
and  earth  and  the  lesser  living  crea- 
tures, created  still  another  form  of 
life.  This  being  was  made,  like  all 
the  rest,  out  of  the  dust  of  the  earth; 
in  his  body  were  the  same  chemical 
elements  as  were  in  other  animals,  and 


he  was  subject  to  the  same  order  of 
nature.  But  this  creature  God  made 
"in  His  own  image" ;  he  breathed  into 
him  the  breath  of  life  and  made  him 
a  "living  soul." 

Here  we  see  the  two  worlds  to  which 
man  belongs  and  the  two  ways  in 
which  God  deals  with  him.  He  belongs 
to  the  world  of  "nature,"  and  God 
deals  with  him  according  to  its  fixed 
order  and  unchanging  laws.  But  he  be- 
longs also  to  the  world  of  spirit,  of 
persons ;  and  so  God  deals  with  man 
as  person  with  person.  A  person  is  a 
being  who  has  mind,  so  that  he  can 
know  the  truth.  He  has  conscience, 
and  knows  right  and  wrong.  He  has 
a  feeling  for  others,  a  social  impulse; 
he  can  answer  to  the  appeal  of  love. 
And  he  is  free:  he  can  choose  and 
decide.  God  made  him  thus,  and  so 
God  deals  with  him  as  a  rational,  spir- 
itual and  morally  responsible  being. 

In  this  dealing  of  God  with  man  we 
may  note  four  aspects. 

The  Way  of  Reason  and  Freedom 

(1)  God's  way  is  that  of  freedom, 
not  that  of  force.  "Behold,  I  stand  at 
the  door  and  knock"  is  the  picture  in 
the  Book  of  Revelation.  God  brings 
the  truth  and  appeals  to  insight  and 
reason.  He  sets  before  us  right  and 
wrong     and     appeals     to     conscience. 

The  Way  of  Judgment  and  Mercy 

(2)  God's  way  with  man  is  one  of 
judgment  and  mercy.  God  comes  with 
mercy,  offering  all  these  high  gifts 
which  point  the  way  of  life.  Man  is 
free  and  can  refuse,  but  he  cannot 
escape  that  order  within  which  all  life 
moves.  He  is  free,  but  his  freedom 
is  within  this  order.  The  order  re- 
mains, whether  we  follow  it  or  not.   To 
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follow  it  means  life;  to  go  against  it 
means  loss,  suffering  and,  in  the  end, 
death.  Christ  is  the  great  revelation  of 
the  way  of  mercy.  He  judges  our  sin, 
but  at  the  same  time  shows  us  the 
God  who  forgives,  the  God  of  infinite 
patience  and  pity  and  mercy. 

The  Way  of  Fellowship 

(3)  God's  way  is  that  of  fellowship. 
God  uses  the  call  to  reason  and  con- 
science and  the  offer  of  forgiveness  in 
order  to  lift  man  into  that  fellowship 
between  persons.  This  has  two  sides. 
It  is  first  of  all  something  that  God 
gives.  He  offers  Himself  to  us ;  He 
lifts  us  up  into  friendship  and  com- 
munion with  Him.  And  that  is  His 
way  of  making  us  over.  Our  greatest 
problem  is  not  our  world,  but  ourselves. 
How  shall  we  become  the  men  we 
ought  to  be,  with  a  clear  conscience 
instead  of  the  sense  of  guilt,  with 
courage  where  now  we  have  fear  and 
the  sense  of  defeat,  with  a  spirit  of 
good  will  where  now  there  is  selfish- 
ness or  even  hate,  with  strength  in 
place  of  our  weakness? 

That  is  what  we  mean  by  being 
saved.  It  is  overcoming  evil  and  being 
made  over  into  the  men  we  ought  to 
be.  God's  way  here  is  simple,  and  it 
is  the  only  way.  He  takes  us  out  of 
our  aloneness  and  weakness  and  selfish- 
ness. He  brings  us  into  right  relation 
with  Himself,  and  in  that  way  creates 
the  right  life  within  us  and  right  rela- 
tions with  our  world  about  us. 

God's  Way  in  History 

Too  often  we  think  of  God  as  deal- 
ing with  only  our  individual  selves — 
even  in  our  religion  we  are  apt  to  be 
self-centered !  But  God  is  working  not 
simply  with'  the  individual  but  with  the 


race,  and  that  means  God  in  history. 
We  must  understand  the  God  of  the 
race  as  well  as  of  the  individual,  the 
God  of  the  centuries  as  well  as  of  the 
moment. 

It  is  hard  to  realize  how  much  our 
individual  lives  are  determined  by  the 
life  of  the  race  as  it  has  developed  in 
history.  Culture,  civilization,  science, 
the  arts,  literature,  social  institutions, 
morals,  religion — these  are  all  gifts  to 
us  from  the  past,  built  up  slowly 
through  the  years.  Without  this  heri- 
tage each  generation  would  begin  in 
barbarism. 

In  the  shaping  of  this  history  God  is 
at  work.  His  work  takes  in  all  this 
and  more.  The  Christian  name  for  His 
great  purpose  is  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
The  Kingdom  of  God  is  God's  rule 
upon  earth.  It  means  truth,  love,  jus- 
tice righteousness,  peace.  It  means 
human  life  made  over,  a  new  humanity. 

The  Kingdom  of  God  can  never  come 
by  sheer  force,  even  in  God's  hand,  or 
by  a  judgment  that  destroys.  There  is 
a  judgment  of  God  even  now  at  work 
in  the  world.  This  second  world  war 
is  surely  a  consequence  of  our  sins  and 
a  judgment  upon  them,  as  well  as  the 
deed  of  evil  men.  But  God's  creative 
work  in  history  is  not  something  done 
to  men;  it  is  truth  and  love  at  work  in 
men.  It  is  God's  work,  but  it  is 
wrought  in  men  and  by  them. 

The  way  will  be  long  and  hard. 
Victories  will  come  only  with  struggle, 
and  there  will  be  defeats  and  set-backs 
But  truth  is  stronger  than  error.  Evil 
always  has  in  itself  the  seeds  of  its  own 
destruction.  Lies  defeat  themselves. 
Oppression  works  toward  its  own  over- 
throw. The  order  of  the  universe  is 
on  the  side  of  truth  and  love  and 
justice,  for  that  order  is  God  Himself. 
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FOR  WEEK  ENDING  MAY  23,        1943 

Subject  to  be  considered  this  week: 

JUDGING  DRINKS  BY  WHAT  THEY  DO 

Passages    for    General    Study  :    Proverbs 
20: 1;  23:  29-35;  Matthew  24:  45-51 

KEY   VERSE:    "At   the   last   it   biteth   like   a  serpent,   and  stingeth   like   an 

adder."    Proverbs  23:  32 


•  Monday,  May  17.  Proverbs  20:1. 
"Wine  is  a  mocker,  strong  drink  is 
raging:  and  whosoever  is  deceived 
thereby  is  not  wise."  Prov.  20: 1. 
What  evidence  for  this  statement  might 
the  writer  of  the  Proverbs  find  if  he 
had  been  living  today? 

•  Tuesday,  May  18.  Proverbs  23:  29- 
35.  "Who  hath  woe?  who  hath  sorrow? 
who  hath  contentions?  who  hath  bab- 
bling? who  hath  wounds  without  cause? 
who  hath  redness  of  eyes?"  Prov.  23: 
29.  The  answer  to  this  conundrum, 
which  is  given  in  verse  30,  is  too  easy 
to  be  printed  here.  Can  you  improve 
on  the  description? 

•  Wednesday,  May  19.  Matthew  24: 
45-51.  Jesus  evidently  did  not  believe 
that  drunkenness  adds  to  efficiency  or 
that  it  fits  a  man  to  do  his  duty.  What 
is  your  own  opinion,  from  observation 
if  not  from  experience? 

•  Thursday,  May  20.  Isaiah  5: 18-32. 
"Woe  unto  them  that  call  evil  good, 
and  good  evil;  that  put  darkness  for 
light,  and  light  for  darkness;  that  put 
bitter  for  sweet,  and  sweet  for  bitter! 
Woe  unto  them  that  are  wise  in  their 
own  eyes,  and  prudent  in  their  own 
sight !    Woe  unto  them  that  are  mighty 


to  drink  wine,  and  men  of  strength  to 
mingle  strong  drink."  Isaiah  5:  20-22. 
Do  these  people  all  belong  in  the  same 
class  ? 

•  Friday,  May  21.  Isaiah  28: 1-8.  "In 
that  day  shall  the  Lord  of  hosts  be  for 
a  crown  of  glory  .  .  .  unto  the  residue 
of  his  people.  .  .  .  But  they  also  have 
erred  through  wine,  and  through  strong 
drink  are  out  of  the  way."  Isaiah  28: 
5,  7.  Is  it  true  that  the  use  of  alcohol 
sometimes  bars  the  way  to  better  and 
more  lasting  enjoyments  of  life's  good 
things?  Cite  some  instances  to  prove  it. 

•  Saturday,  May  22.  Luke  1:13-17. 
John,  who  prepared  the  way  for  Jesus, 
was  a  total  abstainer.  Did  this  help 
to  qualify  him  for  his  task?  Did  his 
abstinence  make  him  any  less  a  man? 
Could  the  rugged  John  be  put  in  the 
"sissy"  class? 

•  Sunday,  May  23.  Psalm  107: 17-22. 
"Oh,  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord 
for  His  goodness  and  for  His  wonder- 
ful works  to  the  children  of  men!"  Ps. 
107 :  21.  Those  who  are  strongest  spirit- 
ually are  those  who  include  prayer  and 
praise  to  God  among  the  "musts"  of 
their  daily  life.  Can  you  set  aside 
some  extra  time  today  for  prayer? 
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FOR         WEEK          ENDING  MAY         2    3,  1943 

Subject  for  group  discussion: 

OUR   LIFE  WITH  GOD 

•    Questions  for  the  Forum  discussion 

Would  a  truly  new  spirit  of  love  and  good  will  among  the  peoples 
of  the  world  lead  to  a  new  order  of  justice  betiveen  nations ?  (Read  1 
Corinthians  13) 

What  part  of  public  worship  is  most  helpful  to  you?  What  can  the 
worshiper  do  to  make  the  experience  more  meaningful? 

How  does  trust  in  God  overcome  fear? 

If  man  may  be  a  co-creator  with  God,  what  are  some  definite  things 
he  can  do?  What  specifically  can  people  in  the  war-time  services  do?  (Read 
Matthew  25:  31-40  for  a  platform  for  religious  living.) 


•   Resource  Material 

Faith  a  Way  of  Life 

So  far  we  have  been  considering 
faith  mainly  as  belief.  But  faith  is  not 
only  a  belief ;  it  is  a  way  of  life.  Many 
think  of  religion  as  just  one  interest 
among  others,  often  as  just  a  one-day- 
in-the-week  affair.  In  fact,  however, 
religion  takes  in  everything,  and  noth- 
ing remains  the  same  when  a  man 
really  sees  God  and  believes  in  him. 

My  life  is  different  if  I  believe  in 
God ;  it  has  a  purpose,  a  value,  a  mean- 
ing; it  belongs  not  just  to  time  but  to 
the  eternal.  My  fellow  man  is  different 
if  I  believe  in  God ;  I  can  no  longer 
treat  him  as  a  "thing,"  to  be  owned 
and  used  and  cast  aside.  The  world 
becomes  different ;  it  is  God's  world, 
it  came  from  Him,  it  is  in  His  care, 
it  is  a  place  where  I  can  live  without 
fear  and  work  to  some  end. 

In  our  last  two  studies  we  are  to  con- 


sider what  life  means  for  a  man  who 
believes  in  God.  We  will  take  up  first 
our  life  with  God;  then  we  will  con- 
sider our  life  with  men. 

The  Great  Decision 

The  life  with  God  means  first  of  all 
the  great  decision.  In  true  religion 
God  can  never  be  a  mere  incident, 
something  to  think  about  on  Sunday, 
someone  to  call  upon  in  emergency. 
Recall  all  that  He  means :  the  power 
that  rules  in  all,  the  purpose  that  gives 
meaning  to  the  world  and  to  my  life, 
the  right  which  I  know  I  should  obey, 
the  good  which  I  should  make  my  goal, 
the  help  that  I  need,  the  holiness  before 
which  I  worship.  To  face  such  a  God, 
really  to  meet  Him  and  to  know  him, 
means  to  come  to  the  great  decision  of 
life,  the  decision  that  underlies  all  others 
like  the  goal  of  a  journey  which  de- 
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cides   our   every   step   along   the   way. 

The  New  Testament  uses  two  words 
in  connection  with  this  decision.  We 
are  told  that  Jesus  began  His  work  by 
calling  to  people  everywhere :  "The 
rule  of  God  is  at  hand;  repent  and  be- 
lieve the  good  news."  We  need  to 
get  a  fresh  sense  of  the  meaning  of 
these  two  words,  "repentance"  and 
"faith,"  which  have  been  worn  smooth 
and  almost  emptied  of  meaning  by  much 
use. 

And  first  as  to  repentance.  Jesus 
brings  to  us  a  vision  of  God,  of  His 
goodness  and  holiness,  of  His  high  pur- 
pose for  us  and  for  the  world.  But, 
in  revealing  God,  He  shows  us  our- 
selves. We  usually  come  off  pretty 
well  when  we  compare  ourselves  with 
others — and  give  ourselves  the  benefit 
of  the  doubt.  But  when  we  look  at 
ourselves  honestly  in  the  light  of  God 
we  see  what  is  wrong :  we  have  put 
ourselves  at  the  center ;  we  have  set 
no  great  end  for  our  lives ;  we  have 
not  given  ourselves  to  God  in  single 
and  sincere  loyalty ;  and  we  have  failed 
within,  for  our  ideals  and  our  life  have 
not   agreed. 

What  we  need  is  an  about-face — not 
only  in  our  living  but  in  our  thinking, 
in  our  whole  inner  attitude.  That  is 
what  repentance  is :  to  see  the  evil 
in  ourselves,  to  accept  honestly  God's 
judgment  upon  us,  to  take  a  new  atti- 
tude, to  desire  from  the  heart  a  new 
way.  Mind  and  heart  and  will  are  all 
concerned  in  it.  It  is  a  change  at  the 
center,  a  new  orientation  of  our  life. 

We  can  see  how  necessary  this  is 
when  we  look  at  our  world  today. 
What  we  need  is  not  so  much  plans 
for  a  new  world  order  as  it  is  a  new 
spirit,  an  honest  repentance  which  will 
lead    every    country    to    face    the    fact 


of  its  own  selfishness,  its  love  of 
trade  and  territory  and  power,  its  will- 
ingness to  use  any  means  to'  get  its 
ends,  and  its  indifference  to  other  peo- 
ples. Jesus'  words  are  true  of  nations 
as  well  as  individuals :  "Except  ye 
repent,  ye  shall  all  likewise  perish." 

The  Life  of  Trust  and  Worship 

The  second  word,  "faith,"  we  have 
discussed  before.  Having  faith  in  God 
is  very  different  from  believing  about 
God.  It  is  not  blind,  for  it  means 
thought  and  insight ;  but  it  is  an  insight 
that  dares  and  decides.  Faith  is  a  de- 
cision of  trust  and  surrender  based  on 
an  inner  conviction. 

Both  repentance  and  faith  belong  not 
simply  to  the  first  step,  but  to  the 
whole  of  the  Christian  life.  Each  day 
we  must  turn  our  back  on  sin,  ask  for 
forgiveness,  and  set  our  face  anew  in 
the  right  way. 

All  life  has  two  sides.  The  first  is 
the  side  of  dependence,  of  receptivity,  or 
rest.  Our  bodies  demand  every  day 
food  and  air  and  sleep.  Our  minds  are 
dependent  upon  the  flood  of  sight  and 
sound  coming  from  the  world  about 
us,  upon  the  treasures  of  truth  from 
the  past,  and  especially  upon  the  con- 
tact with  other  minds.  Our  life  with 
God  has  this  side  also.  Religion  means 
action;  but  first  it  means  meeting  with 
God,  our  worship  of  Him,  and  our  wait- 
ing upon  Him.  Worship,  prayer,  and 
trust  express  this  side  of  our  life  with 
God. 

(1)  Worship,  real  worship,  is  at 
once  the  truest  test  of  a  man  and  the 
noblest  act  of  the  human  spirit.  We 
cannot  rise  until  we  first  bow  down. 
Today  awe  and  reverence  have  largely 
gone  out  of  human  life.  Nothing  is 
holy  any  longer — not  truth,  nor  justice, 
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nor  human  kindness,  nor  God.  And  so 
one  nation  after  another  sinks  to  the 
level  of  lying,  oppression,  greed  and 
war,  "and  there  is  no  health  in  us." 

Worship  means  seeking  what  is  high 
and  holy  and  good,  and  bowing  before 
it.  Worship  like  this  demands  all  that 
is  best  in  us — reverence,  awe,  under- 
standing, imagination,  devotion. 

(2)  Prayer  is  our  fellowship  with 
God  coming  to  conscious  expression  in 
thought  and  speech.  Fellowship  is  the 
general  term  for  our  life  with  God ;  it 
includes  action  and  thought  as  well  as 
worship.  When,  in  this  life  of  fellow- 
ship, we  become  conscious  of  God  and 
lift  mind  and  heart  to  Him,  then  we 
have  prayer.  Prayer  takes  many 
forms :  meditation,  adoration,  confes- 
sion of  sin  and  failure,  thanksgiving, 
petition,  intercession  for  others,  and 
renewed  dedication  to  God. 

Prayer  has  two  sides — or  rather,  we 
might  say,  a  double  movement.  It  is 
first  the  movement  from  man  to  God : 
bringing  our  life  to  God,  taking  our 
needs,  our  failures,  our  aims  and  ambi- 
tions all  into  His  presence.  But  prayer 
has  the  other  movement,  too;  it  is 
bringing  God  to  our  life.  Too  often 
prayer  is  self-centered. 

(3)  Trust  is  the  third  word  to  be 
noted  here.  It  is  the  great  test  of  our 
faith  in  God.  Fear  is  our  great  enemy. 
It  is  the  foe  of  happiness  and  peace, 
of  courage  and  strength  and  health. 
It  is  probably  the  greatest  single  cause 
of  physical  ill-health,  not  to  mention 
mental  illness  which  puts  more  people 
into  hospitals  and  asylums  than  any 
single  physical  disease. 

Trust  does  not  mean  making  a 
prayer,  folding  our  hands,  and  expect- 
ing God  to  do  it.  It  does  not  excuse 
us  from  work  and  danger  and  suffering. 


It  does  mean  that  a  God,  who  is  good, 
is  over  all  and  in  all,  that  His  final 
victory  is  sure  and  that  we  ourselves 
and  every  high  cause  are  secure  in 
Him,  that  "neither  life  nor  death  nor 
any  other  creature  can  separate  us  from 
the  love  of  God." 

The  Life  of  Loyalty  and  Service 

Fellowship  means  sharing.  The  word 
"fellow"  meant  originally  "one  who 
laid  down  money  in  a  joint  undertak- 
ing with  others,"  and  then  one  who 
shared  with  others  in  anything.  God 
is  the  great  sharer.  He  shares  some- 
thing of  His  being  with  the  least  of 
His  creatures :  His  life  with  the 
humblest  flower,  His  beauty  with  the 
shining  stars.  He  shares  most  with 
man,  for  He  has  made  man  a  rational, 
spiritual,  moral  being,  a  creature  who 
can  "think  God's  thoughts  after  Him," 
can  understand  God's  purpose,  can 
share  His  love,  can  commune  with  God 
in  prayer.  But  beyond  all  this,  man, 
knowing  God's  purpose  and  sharing  His 
spirit,  can  join  with  God  in  service, 
can  become  a  co-creator  with  God  in 
helping  to  make  new  men  and  a  new 
world. 

Some  in  the  name  of  religion  pro- 
test against  this  way  of  putting  it.  This, 
they  say,  is  putting  your  trust  in  man, 
and  man  is  a  helpless  sinner;  God 
alone  can  save  this  world,  and  our 
trust  must  be  only  in  God.  But  the 
question  is  not  that  of  trusting  God 
or  man;  it  is  the  kind  of  God  whom 
you  are  trusting.  Ours  is  a  God  who 
wants  men  to  be  not  puppets  but  sons. 
To  these  sons  he  gives  His  Spirit,  the 
spirit  of  truth  and  love.  And  then  He 
works,  not  through  sheer  force  or  com- 
pulsion, but  in  them  and  through  them. 
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FOR  WEEK  ENDING  MAY  30.  1943 

Subject  to  be  considered  this  week: 
THE  CHRISTIAN  AS  A   CITIZEN 


Passages  for  General  Study:  1  Peter  1: 

1;  2:  9-25 

KEY  VERSE:  "Honor  all  men.   Love  the  brotherhood.   Fear  God.   Honor  the 

king."    1  Peter  2:  17 


•  Monday,  May  24.  1  Peter  2: 11-25. 
This  letter  was  written  to  Christians 
who  were  in  the  minority  among  pagans. 
It  was  not  always  easy  for  them  to  hold 
to  their  ideals.  All  our  associates  and 
surroundings  are  by  no  means  Chris- 
tian today.  If  you  sometimes  get  dis- 
couraged, read  these  verses  as  if  they 
were  a  personal  letter  to  you. 

•  Tuesday,  May  25.  1  Peter  1 :  3-9. 
Two  thoughts  are  in  these  verses :  the 
Christian  hope  of  the  future  life  and 
the  assurance  that  God  will  give 
strength  to  overcome  trial  and  tempta- 
tion in  this  life.  What  connection  do 
you  find  between  these  two  ideas? 

•  Wednesday,  May  26.  1  Peter  1 :  13- 
23.  Christians  do  not  earn  the  for- 
giveness of  God  nor  win  His  favor  by 
their  righteousness.  Christ  alone  has 
paid  the  penalty  for  the  sins  of  all  peo- 
ple. But  those  who  have  found  God's 
mercy  through  Christ  have  a  responsi- 
bility for  seeking  to  set  a  tremendously 
high  standard  for  themselves.  How 
high  is  this  standard?  See  verses  15 
and  16. 

•  Thursday,  May  27.  2  Corinthians  2: 
1-4.    Even  between   some  of  the  early 
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Christians  and  this  Bible  writer,  there 
were  some  misunderstandings.  In  what 
spirit  did  the  writer  approach  the 
problem  ?  What  lesson  is  there  here  for 
us  when  faced  with  criticism  from 
those  who  differ  with  us,  or  even  per- 
secute   us    for    our    Christian    stand? 

•  Friday,  May  28.  James  1:1-12. 
These  verses  are  packed  with  little 
morsels  of  Christian  wisdom  and  in- 
spiration. Read  them  a  second  time 
and  pick  out  one  or  more  ideas  that 
you  can  carry  with  you  during  the 
next  twenty-four  hours,  repeating  them 
to  yourself  until  they  become  part  of 
you. 

•  Saturday,  May  29.  Galatians  6:  1- 
11.  Test  the  principle  given  in  verse 
7  by  applying  it  to  verses  1,  2,  and  3. 
What  does  the  man  reap  who  sows 
faultfinding,  selfishness,  or  conceit? 
What  is  the  harvest  of  the  man  who 
sows  appreciation  of  others,  generosity, 
and  humility? 

•  Sunday,  May  30.  Acts  8: 1-8.  This 
is  an  account  of  men  who  were  faith- 
ful to  their  Christian  convictions  even 
in  the  face  of  death.  Is  there  any  call 
for  such  faithfulness  today? 


FOR         WEEK  ENDING  MAY  30,  1943 

Subject  for  group  discussion : 

OUR  LIFE   WITH  MEN 

•   Questions  for  the  Forum  discussion 

What  is  it  that  makes  man  a  child  of  God? 

How  does  this  influence  our  behavior  toward  our  fellow  men?  Will 
it  be  desirable  and  possible  for  the  United  Nations  to  treat  the  German 
people  as  children  of  God  after  the  fighting  stops?  (Discuss  this  question 
in  the  light  of  Jesus'  words  in  Matthew  5:43-48,  and  also  in  the  light  of 
the  interpretation  of  this  love  as  creative  good  will,  which  is  developed  in 
the  Resource  Material.) 

What  happens  when  we  have  too  low,  or  too  high,  an  opinion  of  man? 

Is  it  possible  for  men  to  be  treated  as  children  of  God  in  a  military 
organization? 


•   Resource  Material 

What  Has  Faith  to  Say? 

Christianity  may  be  represented  by 
a  circle  whose  three  determining  points 
are  God,  myself,  and  my  world.  It  is, 
therefore,  of  greatest  importance  that 
we  ask  what  our  faith  has  to  say  about 
man  and  the  world,  as  well  as  about 
God;  or  rather  how  our  faith  in  God 
determines  our  beliefs  and  our  attitudes 
as  to  the  world  and  man.  In  this,  our 
last  study,  we  can  take  up  only  one 
side,  the  life  with  men. 

How  Shall  We  Think  of  Man? 

Our  idea  of  man  comes  next  in  im- 
portance after  our  belief  about  God. 
How  important  it  is  we  can  see  when 
we  note  how  current  theories  of  society 
are  influenced  by  it. 

Nazism  looks  at  man  as  the  prop- 
erty and  tool  of  the  State.  It  supplies 
him,    indeed,    with    work    and    wages, 


but  this  is  for  the  sake  of  the  State, 
not  of  the  worker.  The  latter  is  a  cog 
in  the  industrial  machine,  told  where 
to  work  and  how  much  he  shall  get, 
or  in  the  military  machine,  flung  against 
the  enemy  in  battle  like  so  much  shot 
and  shell. 

Slavery  of  mind  goes  here  with  slav- 
ery of  body.  The  common  man  is  not 
considered  capable  of  intelligent  thought 
and  decision,  and  so  he  cannot  be  en- 
trusted with  political  freedom.  Nor 
has  he  the  right  to  the  truth :  press, 
radio,  and  school  are  all  controlled, 
and  the  State  decides  what  news  he  is 
to  receive  and  what  opinions  he  is  to 
hold. 

Russian  communism  differs  little  here. 
It  opposes  religion,  and  sees  human 
life  only  on  the  level  of  a  world  with- 
out God,  while  its  system  shows  a  like 
militarism   and  autocracy. 
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In  our  own  land,  too,  we  find  a  way 
of  thinking  about  man  which  makes 
him  merely  a  creature  of  this  earth. 
That  affects  directly  the  treatment  of 
man.  If  man  is  essentially  nothing 
more  than  other  animals,  a  mere 
product  of  a  physical  process,  then  we 
have  no  absolute  obligations  toward 
him.  We  can  exploit  him  in  industry. 
We  can  disregard  his  sufferings  due 
to  unemployment.  If  we  do  not  like 
his  religion  or  politics,  the  color  of 
his  skin  or  the  country  from  which  he 
came,  we  can  hate  him  and  fear  him, 
or  mob  and  imprison  him. 

A  man's  attitude  toward  himself  is 
just  as  deeply  affected.  If  there  be  no 
God,  no  higher  world  to  give  meaning 
to  his  life  and  lay  claim  upon  it,  then 
he  need  not  recognize  any  authority 
or   any  goal   except  his   own   pleasure. 

The  Christian  conception  of  man  is 
in  sharp  contrast  with  this.  To  begin 
with,  it  is  very  realistic ;  it  knows  man 
as  he  is,  a  creature  of  earth  and  a 
sinner.  (1)  Genesis  as  well  as  evolu- 
tion suggests  that  man  comes  from  the 
dust  of  the  earth  like  other  animals. 
He  has  his  impulses  and  appetites  and 
passions.  Strictly,  he  does  not  come 
into  the  world  as  a  man,  but  only  as 
a  man  in  the  making.  (2)  Man  is  sin- 
ful. We  have  the  gift  of  freedom ;  God 
has  made  us  to  rule  ourselves  and  our 
world.  But  we  can  only  rule  by  first 
obeying;  we  can  only  be  free  as  we 
find  something  higher  and  surrender  to 
it.  Sin  is  the  great  refusal.  It  is  the 
denial  at  once  of  God  and  of  our  own 
true  life.  It  may  spring  from  blindness, 
from  selfishness,  from  a  yielding  to 
passions  within  or  seductions  from  the 
world  without;  but  its  results  are 
plain.  We  see  them  round  about  us : 
toward     others,     lust,     greed,     cruelty, 


selfishness ;  within  ourselves,  narrow- 
ness, bitterness,  sensitiveness,  jealousy, 
fear,  lack  of  unity,  the  sense  of  frustra- 
tion and  defeat ;  in  the  world's  life, 
the  strife  of  nations  and  the  horrors 
of  war. 

But  Christianity  holds  at  the  same 
time  a  higher  conception  of  man  and 
his  possibilities  than  is  found  anywhere 
else.  ( 1 )  It  declares  that  man  has  come 
from  God  and  has  a  kinship  with  God. 
Man  is  the  one  creature  to  whom  God 
can  speak  and  who  can  make  reply. 
He  alone  lives  in  two  worlds,  that 
which  is  and  that  which  is  to  be,  that 
which  is  seen  and  that  which  is  invisi- 
ble. He  can  know  the  truth  that  God 
brings  and  the  good  which  God  offers. 
He  can  choose  and  act.  He  alone  can 
know  God  and  worship  him.  (2)  Chris- 
tianity sees  not  only  the  man  that  is, 
but  the  man  that  is  to  be.  We  read 
the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  and  Paul's 
great  chapter  on  love  and  realize  the 
high   ideals   that   God   sets   before  us. 

The  Life  with  Men 

How  we  are  to  live  with  men  follows 
from  what  we  believe  as  to  God  and 
man. 

(1)  The  law  of  reverence  and  regard 
comes  first.  Human  personality  is  sac- 
red in  God's  sight.  Man  is  the  creature 
whom  God  made  for  Himself,  whom 
He  loves,  and  for  whom  Christ  died. 
To  treat  him  with  scorn  and  contempt, 
to  think  of  him  as  a  machine  making 
goods  to  minister  to  our  luxury  and 
pride,  to  use  him  as  cannon  fodder  in 
our  wars  of  selfish  aggression,  to  en- 
slave his  mind  by  refusing  it  the  truth 
; — this  is  to  sin  against  God  as  well  as 
against  man.  This  law  applies  to  all 
men,  just  as  the  love  of  God  goes  to 
rich  and  poor,  to  black  and  white,  to 
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saints    as    well    as    to    the    evildoers. 

(2)  God  is  the  God  of  infinite  love, 
and  we  must  follow  His  rule  of  good 
will.  That  does  not  mean  sentimental 
affection.  Christ  had,  too,  an  attitude 
of  good  will  toward  all  the  many  and 
varied  people  whom  His  life  touched — 
Roman  officer  and  children  in  the  mar- 
ket place,  pious  Pharisee  and  the  peni- 
tent thief,  renegade  tax-collector  and 
the  woman  from  the  street.  Obviously, 
this  is  not  the  love  of  approval.  It  goes 
out,  as  God's  love  does,  to  the  evil  and 
the  good,  the  just  and  the  unjust. 

And  we  must  have  this  love,  Jesus 
said,  in  order  to  be  children  of  our 
Father.  We  may  best  define  this  Chris- 
tian love  as  creative  good  will.  It  is 
the  will  that  wishes  the  good  of  others 
and  works  toward  it.  It  should  be  in- 
telligent, persistent,   unfailing. 

(3)  Justice  is  the  third  rule  for  our 
life  with  men.  It  has  both  an  individ- 
ual and  a  social  meaning.  It  is  some- 
thing more  than  what  we  associate  with 
courts  of  law,  or  rewards  and  punish- 
ment. We  express  something  of  its 
meaning  in  the  phrase  "social  justice." 
In  society  it  means  the  determination 
that  all  shall  have  a  fair  chance  at  the 
goods  of  life — a  job,  a  fair  return  for 
labor,  food,  health,  the  child's  chance 
at  an  education  that  shall  prepare  for 
life,  and  what  else  goes  to  make  up 
right  human  living.  This  will  not  come 
of  itself.  It  will  require  patient,  per- 
sistent, organized  effort. 

(4)  Finally,  we  must  recognize  the 
principle  of  solidarity  and  the  way  of 
co-operation.  Solidarity  means  that,  for 
good  or  ill,  human  life  is  one.  We  are 
members  one  of  another.  Let  one  part 
of  a  nation  be  left  in  ignorance  and  pov- 
erty, and  you  have  a  breeding  ground 
for  disease  and  crime  and  social  discon- 


tent which  may  destroy  the  whole  na- 
tion. Let  a  section  of  the  city  be  dis- 
regarded because  it  is  composed  of 
"foreigners,"  Negroes,  or  the  very  poor ; 
neglect  schools,  housing  conditions,  gar- 
bage collection,  police  protection,  and 
inevitably  the  whole  city  will  suffer. 
Shut  a  strong  nation  from  equal  rights 
in  trade,  take  over  its  colonies,  disarm 
it  while  other  nations  remain  armed, 
and  you  furnish  a  place  where  the  am- 
bition of  unscrupulous  leaders  can  come 
to  power  and  the  whole  world  be 
plunged  into  war. 

Man's  Ideals  and  God's  Goals 

You  cannot  talk  about  man  without 
also  considering  society,  for  human  life 
is  never  merely  individual ;  and  to  talk 
about  human  society  is  to  consider  its 
goal.  The  goal  of  God  for  humanity 
is  called  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  the 
New  Testament.  It  refers  not  to  a 
political  institution,  but  to  a  life  on 
earth  in  which  the  will  of  God  is  done. 
That  means  something  inner,  a  rule  of 
truth  and  righteousness  and  love.  But 
since  His  rule  will  include  all  life,  it 
must  be  expressed  in  social  forms  and 
institutions.  Essentially,  however,  it 
will  be  a  new  humanity. 

What  relation  has  all  this  to  our 
human  ideals  and  efforts?  We  have  a 
dream  of  democracy,  and  as  a  nation 
are  committed  to  the  democratic  ideal. 
Democracy  means  justice  and  freedom, 
human  solidarity,  co-operation  for  a 
common  good,  a  regard  for  the  sacred- 
ness  of  human  personality,  equality  of 
men  before  the  law,  the  settlement 
of  matters  in  dispute  by  free  discus- 
sion and  peaceful  efforts  to  arrive  at 
a  common  conclusion.  And  all  this 
in  radical  opposition  to  the  way  of  au- 
tocracy  and   exploitation    and   violence. 


•  One  man  who  has  been  a  sergeant 
in  the  Army  for  more  than  a  year  was 
challenged  by  a  friend,  who  demanded 
to  know  why  he  had  not  become  a 
second  lieutenant. 

The  sergeant  smiled. 

"Remember  the  last  war?"  he  asked. 

The  other  did. 

"Remember  Sergeant  York?"  asked 
the  sergeant. 

The  other  man  nodded. 

"Chum,"  said  the  sergeant,  "just 
name  me  one  of  the  second  lieutenants 
in  that  war." 

— Boston  Globe 

•  The  story  comes  from  England  of 
a  young  Cockney  lad  and  a  general  in 
the  English  army,  who  were  discuss- 
ing the  present  situation.  Said  the  boy, 
"My  father  says  one  bloomin'  politician 
is  a  bigger  bloody  fool  than  another." 

"If  that's  how  he  felt,"  asked  the 
General,  "why  did  he  volunteer  before 
his  time  came  to  be  conscripted?" 

"Oh,"  was  the  reply,  "  'e  told  me  all 
abaht  that  before  he  went  awiy.  'Son,' 
'e  said,  'we  ain't  fightin'  this  war  for 
them  swarmy  'hypocrites  of  politicians. 
We're  fightin'  it  to  keep  the  most  im- 
portant right  an  Englishman  'as — the 
right  to  be  against  the  government.'  " 
— Sunshine  Magazine 

•  Mayn't  I  be  a  preacher  when  I  grow 
up?"  asked  the  small  boy. 

"Of  course  you  may,  my  pet,  if  you 
want  to,"  his  mother  replied. 

"Yes,  I  do.  I  s'pose  I've  got  to  go 
to  church  all  my  life,  anyway,  an'  it's 
a  good  deal  harder  to  sit  still  than  to 
stand  up  an'  holler." 

— Presbyterian  Witness 
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•  Three  Canadian  soldiers  sleeping  in 
a  tent  in  an  English  camp  were  awak- 
ened by  a  terrific  crash  not  far  away. 

"What  was  that — thunder  or  bombs  ?" 
asked  one  of  them. 

"Bombs,"    was    the    laconic    answer. 

"Thank  heaven  for  that !"  chimed  in 
the  third.  "I  thought  we  were  going 
to  have  more  rain !" 

•  Norry:  "What  is  the  Mason  and 
Dixon's  line?" 

Larry:  "It's  the  division  between 
'you-all'  and  'youse-guys' !" 

— The  Call 

•  They  are  telling  the  one  about  the 
rookie  who  was  getting  his  first  taste 
of  paratrooping.  "Now  when  you 
jump,"  said  the  instructor,  "count  ten 
and  then  pull  this  cord  to  open  your 
chute.  If  it  doesn't  open,  count  ten 
again  and  pull  this  one.  That  one 
always  opens.  No  matter  where  you 
land  there  will  be  a  station  wagon  to 
pick  you  up  and  bring  you  back." 
And  so  they  pushed  him  out  of  the 
plane  and  he  pulled  the  first  cord,  but 
it  didn't  work.  He  counted  ten  again 
and  pulled  the  other  cord,  and  that 
didn't  open.  The  rookie  groaned :  "I'll 
bet  that  station  wagon  won't  be  there, 
either !"  —Walter  Winchell 
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The  world  has  grown  so  dark  with  sin  that  God  seems  faraway, 
But  never  comes  an  evening  dusk  when  children  do  not  pray. 

All  day  men's  greed  and  hate  and  fear  bring  heartaches  and 

despair, 
But  ever  when  the  day  is  through  small  heads  are  bowed  in 

prayer. 

Though   tyrant  lusts   and   vain  desires   have  torn  our  faith   in 

parts, 
As  surely  as  the  twilight  falls  prayers  rise  from  little  hearts. 

So  much  strange  terror  haunts  the  night  and  bitterness  the  day, 
But  all  of  life  cannot  be  wrong  as  long  as  children  pray. 

By  IRIS   JEAN   CRAWFORD 


By  Sergeant 
GEORGE   E.   LORD 


DEAR  GOD,  in  a  world  that's  racked  with  war 

Let  me  think  of  the  coming  years 
When  the   cannon's  core   has   ceased   its  roar 

And  the  nations  dry  their  tears. 
Keep  Thou  my  heart  unblasphemed.   Give 

Me  strength  to  wait  release; 
And  het  me  live  as  a  man  should  live 

In  a  fight  for  the  God  of  Peace. 


O  FATHER,  grant  that  I  may  last 

To  build  the  world  again; 
To  know    when  pestilence  is  past 

A  brotherhood  of  men. 
Bless  Thou  the  aged  with  Thy  light; 

Protect  our  troubled  youth; 
And  let  me  fight  as  a  man  should  fight 

In  a  war  for  the  God  of  Truth. 


THY  WILL  be  done,  if  Thou  decree 

That  I  shall  die  afield, 
But  let  me  go  face  to  the  foe — 

Sustain  me,  lest  I  yield. 
Let  no  man  cry  he  saw  me  fly 

The  battle's  agony. 
And  let  me  die  as  a  man  should  die 

In  a  fight  for  Liberty. 
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